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The  Life  of  THOMAS  HOLLIS. 

THOMAS  HOLLIS,  of  Corfcomhe,  in  the  county  of  Dor- 
fet,  Efqui re,  a  moft  zealous  ana  illuflrious  friend  of  civil, 
and  religious  liberty,  was  born  in  London,  in  the  year  1720.  He 
was  defcended,  by  his  father’s  fide,  from  a  refpettable  family,  ori¬ 
ginally  of  Yorkihire,  but  which  had  been  long  fettled  in  London. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Wolverhampton, 
in  whofe  family  he  was  nurtured  in  his  infancy,  till  he  was  four  or 
five  years  of  age.  From  Wolverhampton  he.  was  brought  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and,  after  fome  time,  was  lent,  to  the  free-fchool  at  NeWporc 
in  Shropfhire,  where  he  remained  till  he  was  eight  or  nine  years 
old.  He  was  then  removed  to  St.  Alban’s,  and,  in  his  thirteenth, 
or  fourteenth  year,  he  was  lent  to  Amfterdam,  to  learn  the  Dutch 
and  French  languages,  writing,  arithmetiek,  and  accompts ;  and 
having  fpent  about  fifteen  months  in  that  city,  he  returned  to 
London,  to  his  father,  of  whom  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  de¬ 
prived,  fbon  after ;  for  he  died  in  the  year  1735  (a), 

Mr.  Hollis  being  left  by  his  father  to  the  care  of  a  guardian, 
there  feems  to  have  been  fome  doubt  amongfl  his  friends,  whether 
hefhould  not  be  bred  in  the  mercantile  way  ;  but  it  was  foon  de¬ 
termined,  that  he  Should  have  another  fort  of  education,  fuitable 
to  the  ample  fortune  he  was  to  inherit,  from  his  father,  and  his 
great  uncle  Thomas,  a  confiderable  merchant,  who  died  without 
iliac,  a  few  years  before.  For  this  purpofe  he  was  put  under  the 
tuition  of  the  learned  Dr,  Ward,  Prpfeflbr  of  Rhetoric!:,  in 
Grefham  College,  where  he  fludied  the  languages,  but  chiefly 
Latin,  and  went  through  a  courfe  of  logick,  rhetonck,  hiltory, 
and  other  branches  of  learning,  agreeably  to  the  liberal  plan 
laid  down  for  him  ( b).  He  was  alfo  intimately  acquainted  with. 

Dr. 

ring,  Mnemofynon  Patris  Tutorifque ; 
and  Dr.  Ward  he  always  mentioned 
with  e flee m  and  refpebi,  as  his  old 
excellent  mailer  and  much-honoured 
friend;  and  to  preferve  the  memory 
of  lo  valuable  a  man,  he  prefented 
the  Doctor’s  pitiure  to  the  Britifli 
Mufeum,™ Memoirs,  P.5. 

'wHv  ~X.  c  a,  i 


(a)  Metpoirs  of  Thomas  Hollis, 
Efq;  F.R.  and  A.S.S.  2  Vols. 
4to.  London  MDCCLXXX. 

*  (bj  A  gratelul  fenfe  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  his  education  by  tHefe 
worthy  curators  remained  with- Mr. 
Hollis  all  his  life.  In  honour  of  his 
father  and  guardian,  he  caifledto  be 
iuf’cribed,  round  a  valuable  diamond 
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Dr.  Hunt,  and  afterwards  with  that  eminent  Minifter’s  worthy 
fucceffor,  Dr.  Fofter,  and  other  diftinguifhed  perfons,  whofe  com¬ 
pany  and  converfation  cherifhed  that  ardent  love  of  liberty,  and 
freedom  of  fentiment,  which  fo  ftrongly  marked  his  character, 
through  life,  and  of  which  the  feeds  appear  to  have  been  Town,  at 
a  very  early  age :  For,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  he  fays,  <f  Even 

when  a  boy  at  fchool,  I  ufed  to  rob  nature  of  her  reft  to  read 
tc  Plutarch,  honeft  Plutarch,  and  read  again  the  lives  of  his  he- 
ie  roes.  To  him  I  owe,  I  willingly  confefs,  the  fineft  difpofitions 
“  of  my  mind.” 

In  February  1739 — 40,  Mr.  Hollis  was  admitted  a  ftudent  of 
Lincoln’s  Inn  ;  but  though  he  lived  there  till  the  year  1748,  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  applied  himfelf  profeffedly  to  the  ftudy  of 
the  law  :  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  did  he  wafte  this  interval  in  idle 
amufements  or  diffipation.  He  feems  to  have  formed  his  condudl 
on  a  benevolent  and  publick-fpirited  model,  improved  by  his  own 
accurate  obfervation  of  the  principles,  manners,  and  purfuits  of 
his  contemporaries,  and  the  tendencies  and  effects  of  them,  with 
regard  to  the  publick  welfare. 

In  1748,  Mr.  Hollis  fet  out  upon  his  travels,  for  the  firft  time, 
in  company  with  his  friend  Thomas  Brand,  Efq;  and  from  the 
curious  and  copious  Journal  which  he  has  left  of  this  Tour,  it 
appears,  that  very  little  efcaped  him,  where  he  could  have  proper 
information,  relating  to  arts  and  fciences,  publick  roads,  manufac¬ 
tures,  trade,  antiquities,  and  what  is  called  Virtu ,  of  which  he 
afterwards  became  a  generous  encourager,  fo  far  (to  ufe  his  own 
words)  as  it  might  be  uleful  to  learning,  but  no  farther. 

In  this  Tour,  hepaffed  through  Holland,  Flanders,  and  part  of 
France,  to  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  part  of  Italy,  and  returned 
through  Provence,  Britany,  &c.  to  Paris,  and  thence  to  London. 

In  1750*  he  let  out  upon  a  fecond  Tour,  much  longer  than  the 
firft ;  for  he  defigned  now  to  travel  through  the  territories  of  the 
Dutch  to  Embden,  Oldenburgh,  Bremen,  and  Hamburgh  ;  then 
through  the  principal  cities  of  the  north  and  eaft  fide  of  Ger¬ 
many  ;  after  that,  throughout  all  Italy,  (except  thofe  parts  of  it 
which  he  had  already  feen  ;)  and  finally  to  crofs  the  Spanifh  and 
Portuguefe  kingdoms,  and  return  by  fea  to  what  he  calls  his  own 
charming  native  land,  there  to  pafs  the  refidue  of  life  as  quietly 
and  happily,  and  with  as  much  fitnefs  and  decorum  as  he  might 
be  able,  and  as  becomes  a  good  private  fubjecl,  and  a  lover  of  his 
country  audits  moil  excellent conftitution. 

He  had  taken  a  refolution,  as  moft  proper,  upon  the  whole,  to 
make  this  long  Tour  alone.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  however,  he 
met  with  his  old  friend  and  fellow  traveller,  Mr.  Brand,  at  Rome, 
whereupon  they  went  to  Naples  together,  and  continued  there 
feven  weeks,  but  were  then  obliged  to  part;  for  having  entered 
Italy  by  different  routes,  they  could  not  make  their  fchemes  for 

feeing 
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feeing  that  country  agree.  Mr.  Brand  returned  to  Rome,  and 
Mr.  Hollis  remained  at  Naples,  the  whole  fummer. 

During  the  lafl  month  of  his  refidence  in  this  city,  he  was 
greatly  affii&ed  with  the  jaundice,  occafioned  by  the  exceffive  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  was  brought  extremely  low  and  vveak.^  He 
determined  therefore  to  try  a  change  of  air,  and  particularly  fe a 
air  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  embarked  on  board  an  Englifh.  veffel, 
bound  for  Meffina  ;  intending,  in  cafe  he  grew  better,  to  make 
the  Tour  of  Malta  and  Sicily.  From  the  moment  he  was  aboard, 
he  mended  of  his  diforder ;  and  having  had  a  long  paffage  o\ 
thirteen  days,  when  he  came  to  Meffina,  he  had  almoft  loft 
His  recovery  determined  him  to  purfue  his  plan  of  making  the 
Tour  of  Sicily  and  Malta  5  and  his  obfervations  in  that  Tour  are 
curious  and  interefting.  Indeed  Mr.  Hollis’s  Account  of  his 
whole  fecond  Tour  is  much  more  full  and  circumftantial  than  that 
of  his  firft.  His  Journals  of  both  have  been  carefully  preferved, 
and  will  probably  at  fome  future  time  be  given  to  the  p'ublick  ;  in 
which  ca'e  they  will  afford  much  curious  information  to  antiqua¬ 
ries,  virtuofi,  hiftcrians.  and  travellers,  who  may  choofe  to  com¬ 
pare  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  countries  they  vifit  with  the  accounts 
given  of  them  thirty  or  forty  years  ago. 

It  has  been  faid  of  our  Englifh  travellers,  especially  thole  ot 
the  younger  fort,  that,  captivated  by  the  brilliancy  of  foreign 
manners,  they  have  too  often  brought  home  with  them  a  contempt 
of  their  own  country,  and  of  the  more  phlegmatick  deportment  of 
its  inhabitants.  But  this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  with  Mr. 
Hollis,  who,  though  by  no  means  blind  to  the  defers  of  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  or  the  faults  of  his  countrymen,  had  a  ftrong  attachment 
on  the  other  fide,  and  that  not  founded  fo  much  upon  a  fuppolea 
prejudice  common  to  vulgar  minds,  as  upon  a  judicious  eftimation. 
of  the  more  fubftantial  advantages  and  difadvantages  refultmg 
from  the  conftitution  of  government,  and  the  modes  of  religion, 
in  different  countries,  compared  with  thofe  in  his  own. 

Whilft  Mr.  Hollis  was  abroad,  he  made  many  valuable  fnend- 
fhips  with  men  of  learning  and  eminence,  favourers  and  promoters 
of  polite  arts  and  ufeful  fciences.  Fie  alfo  became  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  Confuls  and  Minifters  at  foreign  Courts,  who 
were  afterwards  of  great  ufe  to  him  in  conveying  his  liberal  pre¬ 
fen  ts  to  different  parts. 

Upon  his  return  home,  finding  that  he  could  net  g^t  into  rar- 
liament  in  the  manner  he  vvifhed ;  (for  though,  as  he  firongly  ex- 
preffes  it,  he  would  havealmoft  given  his  right  hand  for  a  feat  m 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  he  could  not  give  a  fiogle  crown  for 
It  by  way  of  bribe  ;)  he  turned  his  thoughts  to  another  objedt. 
Being  of  opinion,  that  “  next  to  performing  good  deeds  one’s  felt 
*e  is  the  pieafure  of  preferving  the  memory  of  greater  in  others, 

U  began  to  form  a  colle&ion  of  books  and  medals,  for  the 
6  0  purpofe 
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purpofe  of  illuftra-ting  and  upholding  Liberty,  preferring  the  me¬ 
mory  of  its  champions,  and  rendering  tyranny  and  its  abettors 
odious  ;  in  which  noble  undertaking  he  had  alfo  an  eye  to  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  fcience  and  art,  not  only  by  keeping  alive  the  honour 
and  eftimation  of  their  patrons  and  proteCtors,  but  by  propagat¬ 
ing,  as  far  as  he  might  be  able,  the  fame  benevolent  fpirit  to  poite- 
rity. — ■ -In  the  execution  of  this  generous  plan,  he  fpared  neither 
labour  nor  expence  ;  and  he  had  the  fatisfaCticn  to  re  fled:,  that  in 
thefe  employments  his  time  was  fpent  without  idlenefs  or  mcan- 
nefs  ;  and  from  greater,  fays  he,  if  able,  firch  is  the  fad  corruption 
of  our  day,  I  am  elfedually  excluded ;  fpeaking  with  reference  to 
his  exclufion  from  Parliament  by  his  averflon  to  the  common  me¬ 
thods  of  procuring  a  feat. 

In  the  courfe  or  his  travels,  Mr.  Hollis  had  been  received,  in 
Switzerland,  with  fo  much  hofpitality  and  politenefs,  and  he  had, 
at  the  fame  time,  conceived  fo  Strong  an  affe&ion  for  that  country, 
on  account  of  the  freedom  of  its  government,  and  the  publick  and 
private  economy  of  the  inhabitants,  that,  immediately  on  his  re¬ 
turn  home,  he  began  to  prepare  a  valuable  collection  of  books  by 
Englifh  authors  for  the  publick  libraries  of  Berne  and  Zurich, 
particularly  the  former :  And  this  colledion  was  followed,  from 
time  to  time,  with  other  noble  donations  of  the  fame  kind,  which, 
were  constantly  committed  to  the  care  of  fome  confidential  Friend 
abroad,  who  was  to  deliver  the  books  into  the  libraries,  free  from 
every  expence  whatever  ;  and  the  utmoA  precaution  was  taken  to 
conceal  the  name  of  the  donor.— But  whatever  ihare  gratitude 
for  his  hofpitable  reception  in  Switzerland  might  have  in  thefe  do¬ 
nations,  it  was  manifeit,  from  the  books  themfelves,  that  the  en¬ 
largement  of  their  notions  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  was  not 
the  leaf;  part  of  his  defign,  when  Mr.  Kollis  thus  exprefled  his  re¬ 
gard  for  the  people  of  that  country.  There  was  alfo  generally 
fcattered  through  many  of  the  volumes  a  variety  of  manufcript 
notes,  fome  for  illuftration,  others  for  opinion  ;  but  all  of  them 
written,  as  he  apprehended,  in  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  liberty 
alone. 

The  books  which  he  fent  to  Berne  were  colleded  with  much 
pains,  and  at  a  great  expence  ;  and  they  were  accepted  and  depo- 
fited  in  the  publick  library  with  every  mark  of  refpeCt  that  fuch 
magnificent  prefents  deferved, — Amonglt  his  benefactions  to  the 
univerfity  of  Zurich  was  a  curious  Collection  of  all  the  Books 
and  Tracts  that  he  could  meet  with  againit  the  Jefuits,  amounting 
nearly  to  a  hundred  volumes  of  different  fizes.  Mr.  Elmfley,  the 
French  bookfeller,  was  employed  in  forming  this  collection  ;  and 
he  executed  his  commiffion  with  great  fuccefs.  The  collection 
was  a  noble  one,  and  was  fent  to  Zurich,  in  1762  ;  and,  the  next 
year,  it  was  followed  by  a  fupplement,  confiding  of  fifteen  vo¬ 
lumes  of  traCts,  in  duodecimo,  uniformly  bound,  which  Mr. 

.  Hollis 
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Hollis  had  received  from  Venice.  He  'alfo  fent  fifty  pounds  to 
the  TJniverfity,  fome  years  after,  in  order  to  fupply  the  deficiencies 
in  his  collection  occafioned  by  the  many  trails  written  on  the 
event  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  fociety  ;  to  which  he  afterwards 
added  the  further  fum  of  twenty  guineas,  for  the  fa,me  purpofe  ( c)» 

It  was  Mr.  Hollis’s  original  defire  and  intention  to  have  lodged 
this  fingular  collection  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  3  but  the  behaviour 
of  a  committee  of  the  truftees  (he  tells  us)  was  fo  ilrange  towards 
him,  on  a  particular  occafion,  that  he  could  notrefolve  any  longer, 
with  any  degree  of  magnanimity,  to  fend  it  to  that  place  ;  and  in 
any  other  in  this  nation  fuch  a  fort  of  collection  would,  he  thought, 
have  been  almoft  loft.  What  this  behaviour  of  the  truftees  was, 
Mr.  Hollis  does  not  fay  ;  nor  did  his  refen  tment  prevent  his  libe¬ 
rality  to  that  noble  repoiitory,  on  many  future  occasions,  On  the 
contrary,  the  Britifh  Mufeum  was  an  objeCt  of  his  particular  re¬ 
gard.  He  conftdered  it  as  a  literary  foundation  calculated  to  do 
the  higheft  honour  to  the  Britifh  name  ;  and,  in  that  view,  he 
contributed  many  things  to  its  valuable  ftores  from  his  own  col¬ 
lections.  He  confidered  it  likevvife  as  a  faithful  depofifcary  of  the 
memory  and  remains  of  thofe  great  and  eminent  men  who  had 
been  publick  bleffmgs  to  this  country,  either  by  their  writings, 
their  counfels*  or  other  achievements  tending  to  afTert  and  main¬ 
tain  publick  liberty  againft  all  attempts  of  tyrants  and  oppreflors ; 
in  purfuance  of  which  idea,  he  prefented  the  Mufeum,  from  time 
to  time,  with  feveral  valuable  medals  and  prints. 

Mr.  Hollis’s  judgment  of  books  forms  a  very  diftinguifhcd  parG 
of  his  character  3  and  he  took  great  pains  in  making  thofe  collec¬ 
tions  which  he  fent  as  prefents  to  the  principal  univerfities  and 
publick  libraries  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  and  to  many  illus¬ 
trious  individuals,  of  different  nations,  with  whom  he  had  either 
contracted  a  perfonal  acquaintance,  during  his  travels,  or  whole 
fame  and  characters  had  recommended  and  endeared  them  to  him. 
The  books  which  he  collected  were  chiefly  fuch  as  had  been  de« 
figned  by  their  authors  to  recommend  in  fome  cafes  the  preserva¬ 
tion,  in  others  the  recovery,  of  publick  liberty  ;  and  they  were 
moftly  the  works  of  Englifh  writers,  in  their  native  language  ; 
for,  in  Mr.  Hollis’s  opinion,  the  principles  of  truth  and  liberty 
had  been  moft  ably  and  effectually  di feuded  by  Englifh  writers,  and 
were  little  underftood  by  the  fubjeCts  of  defpotick  governments 
abroad. 

The  Englifh  indeed  are  called  by  Voltaire  les  Brecepteurs  des 
Nations  3  but  the  proficiency  of  the  nations  mult  be  very  fmall,  if 

Vol.  X.  10.  3  L  - they 

(c)  The  jefuits,  hearing  of  this  which  was  granted  j  and  their  col- 
colletlion,  lent  to  Zurich,  requell-  letlion  appears  in  it  now,  handfome- 
ing  that  their  anfwers,  and  other  ly  and  uniformly  bound,  as  well  as' 
books,  written  in  their  favour,  might  M.r.  Hollis’s, 
be  depofited  in  the  lame  library. 
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they  are  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  their  preceptors ;  and 
our  language  not  being  much  underflood  by  foreigners,  Mr.  Hollis 
endeavoured  to  remedy  this  inconvenience*  by  engaging  his  book- 
feller  to  reprint  Dr.  Wallis’s  Latin  Grammar  of  the  English 
Tongue,  for  their  benefit,— This  Grammar  was  originally  intend¬ 
ed  to  obviate  the  fame  defeCl  ;  and  to  that  end  the  learned  Au¬ 
thor’s  in  fir  udt  ions  are  conveyed  in  a  tongue  which  all  fcholars,  in 
all  countries,  and  of  all  degrees,  underhand  in  fome  meafure  at 
Jen  ft,  and  which  was  therefore  the  fittefl  to  open  the  way  for  fo¬ 
reigners  to  the  treafures  of  Englifh  learning.  Mr.  Hollis  now 
revived  this  noble  and  benevolent  purpofe  of  the  Author,  by  re- 
jMiblifhing  his  valuable  Work  ;  being  extremely  defirous  that  the 
Englifh  language  fhould  be  underflood  all  over  Europe,  for  the 
fake  of  thole  incomparable  books  that  are  written  in  it,  with  whofe 
intrinfick  value  foreigners  could  not  otherwife  be  made  acquainted, 
as  many  of  them  were  never  likely  to  be  tranfiated  into  any  other 
language,  and  as,  at  the  bell,  the  fpirit  and  fentiments  of  cur 
writers  are  often  erroneously,  and  always  imperfectly,  reprefented 
in  translations  t  Nor  were  his  laudable  endeavours  of  this  fort 
altogether  without effeCt. — The  fKbrt  elegant  Preface  to  this  edi- 
fion  of  Dr.  Wallis’s  Grammar  was  written  by  the  late  learned 
Printer,  Mr.  Bowyer,  at  the  requeit  of  Mr.  Hollis,  who  made  him 
a  prefent  for  his  trouble,  and  who  likewife  procured  that  beautiful 
engraving  of  the  Head  of  the  Author,  by  Signor  Cipriani,  which 
•adorns  the  Work,  being  anxious  to  have  it  appear  with  every  ad¬ 
vantage  that  might  gratify  the  eye  or  the  rafte  of  the  purchafer. 
When  it  was  completed,  he  took  a  great  number  of  copies,  for  the 
noble  purpofe  of  diftrjbuting  them  where  they  might  be  moftufe- 
fui,  and  might  do  the  greatell  honour  £0  his  country.  Many  of 
thefe  he  fent  .to  different  parts  abroad,  and  fome  he  difperfed 
at  home  ;  this  excellent  grammar  having  been  judged  to  be  of  be¬ 
nefit  to  natives  as  well  as  foreigners. 

Mr.  'HdllisV ardent  folicitude  to  promote  publick  liberty,  civil 
and  religious,  not  onlyled  him  to  do  all  the  honour  and  juftice  he 
could  to  the  patrons  and  defenders  of  either,  while  living,  but  to 
the  memory  of  thefe  deceased  patriots,  whofe  noble  exertions  had 
been  employed  in  emancipating  mankind  from  the  bonds  of  ty¬ 
ranny  and  nipeniitlon.  His  time,  he  thought,  could  not  be  palled 
more  ofe, fully  or  more  honourably  than  in  cherishing  the  works  and 
memories  of  great  and  good  publick  Writers'  ;  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  he  could  not  do  the  glorious  caufe  he  efpoufed  a 
Better  fervice,  than  by  referring  his  countrymen  to  fuch  immortal 
&  a:  hors  as  Milton,  Sydney,  and  Locke,  for  inftra&ion  concerning 
the  moll  proper  method  of  preffrving  their  invaluable  rights  and 
liberties,  and  'by  extending  the  knowledge  of  their  inimitable 
Works  as  far  as  his  influence  couici  be  fuppofed  to  reach.  The 
Profq  Works, of  MUtOH*  H  particular,,  be.  chough*  were  too  little 

9  known a 
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known,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  that  tney  wanted  only  to 
be  better  known,  to  be  very  highly  efleemed.  With  this  view 
therefore  he  generally  diflributed  copies  of  them  amongk  his 
other  benefactions  ;  and  he  can  hardly  be  fudiciently  praiied.  for 
endeavouring  to  fpread  as  far  and  wide  as  he  could  the  juit  eftima- 
tion  of  a  Colleftian  of  Difcourfes  fraught  with  the  trued  princi¬ 
ples  of  political  happinefs.- — He  had  ftudied  thefe  Works  per  naps 
more  than  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  and  being  fenfible  or  the 
imperfeCt  (late  of  the  current  Editions,  he  propofed  to  pubiifh  a 
new  Edition  of  them,  after  the  original  Editions  and  Orthogra¬ 
phy,  in  three  Volumes,  Quarto  ;  and  he  proceedea^  fo  far  as  to 
fettle  the  whole  manner  of  it  completely  with  his  bookfeller  i  but 
when  the  prefs  was  let,  and  the  hrft  proof- fheet  worked  cfF,  a  dis¬ 
agreement  arofe,  which  put  an  ertd  to  the  fcheme,  to  the  great  dii- 
2ppointment  and  regret  of  Mr.  Hollis,  who  had  collected  a  num¬ 
ber  of  curious  and  valuable  Notes,  with  which  he  intended  to  en¬ 
rich  this  new  Edition,  and  who*  had  alfo  feveral  Pieces  of  Mil  ton 
|n  his  collection,  which  might  have  made  a  new  Edition  much 
snore  complete  and  correCt  than  thole  already  publifned  (d)* 

Toland’s  Life  of  Milton  was  alfo  a  favourite  Book  of  Mr. 
Hollis,  cf  which,  together  with  his  Amyntor,  he  procured  a 
new  and  accurate  Edition,  in  a  handfome  Octavo  Volume,  which^ 
lie  enriched  with  feveral  valuable  Notes,  in  favour  of  publick  li¬ 
berty,  taken  from  the  Works  of  eminent  Writers. 

Another  of  Mr.  Hollis’s  favourite  Authors  was  the  illuftrious 
Algernon  Sydney,  of  whofe  excellent  Difcourfes  on  Govern¬ 
ment,  (a  work  calculated  to  make  tyrants  tremble,)  he  gave 
the  publick  a  new  and  much  improved  Edition,  in  Quai  to,  which, 
was  attended  with  ‘jreat  and  continued  labour,  and  a  toaixdeiahie 
expence,  on  the  part  of  our  Editor,  who  informs  us,  that  ne  un¬ 
dertook  it  without  a  fingle  by-view,  and  alone,  from  the  love^  he 
tore  to  liberty,  and  the  memory -of  the  Author  ;  and  that  if  he 
got  through  the  undertaking,  with  honour  to  Sydney,  with  oeco- 
rum  to  himfelf,  and  with  entertainment  and  bench*,  to  ms  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  mankind,  he  Ihould  not  then  regret  the  time  and  ex- 

3  L  2  pence 


(cl )  The  greater  part  of  the 
Notes  which  Mr.  Hollis  had  col- 
letted  are  fup.pofed  to  have  been  fa- 
Ciificed  to  his  indignation.  By 
v.'bat  remains  ol  them  it  appears, 
that  they  were  taken  from  Czven> 
Vicars,  Nedharn,  Ma>  veil ,  Clarendon , 
Kcnnet,  and  others,  who  furniflled 
any  thing  to  illuUrate,  explain,  or 
confirm  a  number  of  pallages  in  this 
Eis  beloved  Author. 

Some  time  before  this  tranfafibon 
with  his  bookfeller,  Mr.  Hollis  had 


fettled  with  Mr.  Cipriani,  much  to 
his  fati&faftion,  the  (ketch  of  a 
Print  reprefenting  Milton  victorious 
over  Salma  fins  ;  which  he  undoubt¬ 
edly  intended  for  a  Frontifpiece  to 
this  projected  Edition  of  his  ,  Profe 
Works."  Ide  did  not  however  coun¬ 
termand  this  Print,  upon  his  dikp- 
pointtnent;  obferving  that  it  might 
ierve  for  fome  future  Edition  of 
thofe  Works.— It  now  conftitutes 
one  of  the  capital  ornaments  of  the 
“  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Hollis.1' 


452  The  Life  oj  Thomas  Hollis. 

pence  bellowed  upon  it.  This  Edition  is  principally  diftinguifhed 
by  many  choice  and  valuable  Notes,  which  afford  abundant  proofs 
of  the  editor’s  extenfive  reading,  and  mult  ever  endear  tp  Eng- 
lilhmen  their  country’s  liberties,  and  its  jull  and  equal  law's. 
Amongll  other  advantages  attending  thefe  Notes,  we  may  alfo 
reckon  that  of  their  preferving  the  memory  of  m$ny  gallant  Pa¬ 
triots,  and  good  Writers,  who  are  not  generally  known,  and  who 
rs  ever  the  lefs  deferve  to  be  gratefully  remembered.  His  own  occa*- 
fional  Obfervations  like  wile  do  Mr.  Hollis  great  honour,  as  a 
faithful  and  zealous  advocate  for  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of 
mankind  ( ej. 

Many  were  the  refledliens  thrown  obliquely  upon  Mr.  Hollis 
for  this  molt  valuable  and  feafonable  Publication  ;  and  it  was, 
chiefly,  his  patronifmg  this  Edition  with  fo  many  additional  quo¬ 
tations  from  Britifh  Writers  on  the  fubjqd  of  Conftitutional  Li¬ 
berty  that  procured  him  the  name  and  reputation  of  a  Republican. 
And  indeed  no  wonder.  For  the  Book  was  publifhed  at  that  cri¬ 
tical  period  when  it  began  to  be  viiible  that  the  management  of 
our  publick  affairs  was  configned  to  the  hands  of  men  notorioufly 
known  to  have  entertained  principles  unfavourable  to  liberty,  and 
when  the  ruling  policy  feemed  to  have  a  tendency  to  infringe  the 
rights  and  privileges  originally  appropriated  to  the  people  by  the 


(e)  When  this  Edition  was  nearly 
•fold  off.  the  proprietors  of  it  deter¬ 
mined  to  reprint  it  ;  and  Mr.' Hol¬ 
lis,  bqing  apprized  of  feme  errors  in 
thetextof  the  “Dsfcourfes,”  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  a  learned  and  ingenious 
Clergyman  to  revile  the  whole  im- 
preflion  ;  which  undertaking  was 
executed  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Work,  and  to  the  entire  Ta- 
tisfaclion  of  Mr,  Hollis,  whole 
'principal  concern,  in  his  own  Edi¬ 
son,  was  to  r'urniih  it  with  Notes, 
and  who  had  left  the  corredion  of 
errors  to  the  perfons  ufually  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  bookfellers  for  that 
purpofe. — In  this  Edition  are  added 
4,4  Letters  of  Algernon  Svdney,  ta- 
u  kenfromThurloe’sState  Papers,” 
which  were  not  puhiifbed  in  Mr. 
Hollis’s  Edition, 

’  The  worthy  Revtfer^  had  pro- 
poled  to.  inlciibe  this  new  Edition 
to  Mr.  Hollis,  who  declined  it,  in 
thefe  ternns~~ ‘  My  earned  and  fin- 


*  cere  requeft  is,  that  no  notice  be 
‘  taken  of  me,  diredly  or  indiredly. 

‘  In  refpect  to  Dedications,  I  am 
‘  below  them,  dillike  them,  and  ne- 
‘  ver  did,  or  wifi,  accept  of  one,’— • 
No  man  fit  has  been  obferved)  who 
had  the  leafft  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Hollis,  can  imagine,  that  there  was 
the  frnaildt  degree  of  ailedation  in 
bis  declining  Dedications,  and  other 
pub  lick  notices  in  print.  He  con- 
fidcred  Inch  notices  as  obftru&ive  of 
his  plan,  which  required  that  he 
fhould  not  be  brought  forward  to  the 
eye  of  Inch  men  as  were  not  either 
difpofed  or  qualified  to  imitate  him. 
— Contrary  to  his  views  and  wifhes, 
however,  he  was  once  furprifed  with 
an  honour  of  this  fort  :  For,  with¬ 
out  h; s  knowledge,  the  celebrated 
A'garotti  publilhed  one  of  his 
Works,  with  a  Dedication  to  Mr. 
Hollis,  dated  Pi  fa,  Feb,  2,  1763.-— 
Memoirs,  Pt  199. 


^  Mr,  Uobertfon,  Some  time  Curate  to  the  late  excellent  Dr.  Sykes,  frorii 
whom,  it  is  to  be  p  re  fumed,  his  liberal  principles  with  refpe£l  to  religion  and  go- 
ve  aim  cut,  met  with  ample  encouragement. 
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]&ws  and  ordinances  of  their  ancient  government.  But  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  as  that  term  Hands  for  an  enemy  to  a  mixed  government, 
with  an  executive  magiftrate  at  its  head,  Mr.  Hollis  certainly  was 
not.  He  was  attached  to  the  mode  of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as 
to  the  principles  of  it ;  and  not  lels  to  trie  ACl  of  Sticceffion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover  ;  as  abundantly  appears  by  feveral  memorials 
which  he  left  behind  him. 

But  our  Hrenuous  and  aCtive  Patriot  was  not  to  be  deterred,  by 
obloquy  and  dander,  from  perfevering  in  the  noble  plan  he  had 
adopted  ;  in  purfuance  of  which  we  find  him  employed  in  pro¬ 
curing  a  new  Edition  of  Mr.  Locke’s  incomparable  Treatifes 
of  Government,  and  of  his  Letters  concerning  Toleration  ; 
which  undertaking  feems,  for  the  time,  to  have  engroffed  a 
great  part  of  his  attention. 

Few  Books  wanted  a  new  Edition  more  than  Mr.  Locke’s  two 
Treatifes  of  Government,  which  had  hitherto  been  printed 
in  the  mod  carelefs  manner. — Mr.  Hollis  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  a  printed  copy  of  thefe  Treatifes,  with  many  manu- 
fcript  corrections,  alterations,  and  additions,  in  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  Locke  and  Mr.  Code  ;  and  from  this  copy  his  own  beauti¬ 
ful  and  corre£t  Edition  was  prepared. 

The  Treatifes  of  Government  were  hardly  publilhed,  when 
Mr.  Hollis  undertook  a  new  Edition  of  Mr.  Locke’s  Letters  on 
Toleration,  engaging  his  friend  Mr.  Baron  to  correCl  the  prefs', 
and  to  write  a  Preface,  which,  after  feveral  interviews  on  the 
fubjeCt,  was  agreed  to  be  candid,  ample,  and  correCl  ;  and  Mr, 
Baron  had  tea  guineas  for  writing  it,  over  and  above  the  twenty 
guineas  which  Mr.  Hollis  gave  him  for  correcting  the  prefs  (f). 

Thefe 


(!)  R  I  C  HA  R  D  B  A  R  ON,  a  Dif- 
feimng  Minifter,  and  a  high-fpirited 
^Republican,  an  adorer  of  Milton, 
Sydney ,  and  Locke ,  was  extremely 
uteful  to  the  caule  of  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty.  He  was  born  at 
Leeds,  in  York  (hi  re,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Giafgow,  in  Scotland,  under 
the  eye  of  the  celebrated  ProfefTor 
Ilutchefon,  for  whom  he  always  re¬ 
tained  the  utmofl  rcfpeCi,  and  from 
•whom,  when  he  quitted  Giafgow, 
(in  1740,)  he  received  a  very  hand- 
fbrae  Testimonial  of  his  good  cha- 
r-acler  and  behaviour,  during,  his  re¬ 
sidence  in  that  Univerfuy. 

In  1 750,  Mr.  Baron  began  to  dif- 
tinguiih  him.lelf  as  an  Editor,  in. 
which  capacity  he  difplayjd  confi- 
derabie  merit,  and  was  of  effential 
liervice  to  dje  caufe  which  he  fo 


warmly  efpoufed.  Pie  repuMiflied, 
about  that  time,  a  Collection  of  va¬ 
luable  T rafts,  under  the  Title  of 
“  A  Cordial  for  low  Spirits,”  in 
three  Volumes,  i2mo; — and  this 
Republication  was  loon  followed  by 
another,  entitled,  “  Scarce  and  va- 
“  luable  Trails  and  Sermons,  occa- 
“  lionally  pubitfhed  by  the  late  Re- 
“  verend  and  learned  John  Aberne - 
“  thy,  M.A.'  Author  of  the  Dif- 
“  courfes  on  the  Being  and  Pcrjcc- 
“  tions  of  Or od.  Now  firft  col- 
“  lefled  together. ? — The  original. 
Edition?  of  thefe  Trails  were  given 
to  Mr.  Baron,  when  he  was  a  Stu¬ 
dent  at  Giafgow,  by  ProfefTor  Plut- 
chefon,  upon  a  prefumption  that, 
fotne  time  or  other,  he  might  be  in¬ 
clined  to  pubiiih  them, 
lie  alio  publiilied,  in  1 750,  from  a 

znanu- 
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Thefe  Letters  were  printed  on  royal  quarto  paper  ;  and  they  are  a 
perfect  model  cf  printing  with  fimplicity  and  elegance.  The 
pains  that  Mr.  Hollis  took  to  have  the  Edition  complete  are  in¬ 
credible.  He  may  be  faid  to  have  watched  over  it  with  the 
anxiety  of  a  parent.  He  not  only  procured  the  original  Editions, 
which  appeared  in  Mr,  Locke’s  life-time,  but  he  likewife  collated 
feveral  other  Editions,  in  Folio  and  Quarto  ;  and  when  the  Work 
was  about  to  be  published,  that  it  might  appear  with  greater  ad¬ 
vantage, 

manufcript  letter  to  Archbilhop  cerning  the  perfons  to  whom  he  af- 
Herring,  which  fell  into  his  hands,  cribed  fome  of  thefe  Trafts. 

“  Bower’s  own  Account  of  his  EL  Mr.  Baron  was  indefatigable  in 
«  cape  from  the  Inquifition which  fearching  after  fcarce  and  valuable 
fir  ft  occafioned  a  fufpicion,  and,  led  Books  and  drafts  on  the  fubjeft  of 
to  a  deteftion  of  Bower.  publick  arid  conftitutional  liberty,. 

Not  long  after  this,  Mr.  Baron  many  of  which  Mr.  Hollis  pur- 
procured  a  noble  Edition  of  ‘ ‘  Lud-  chafed  of  him,  and  others  he  bought 
“  low’s  Memorials,”  in  Folio,  to  at  the  fale  of  his  books  after  his 
which  he  wrote  a  Preface.  He  alfo  death.  Fie  was  alfo  vigilant  in  de- 
revifed  and  correfted  the  Folio  Edi-  tefting  the  underhand  manoeuvres 
tion  of  Algernon  Sydney's  “  Dif-  of  men  whom  he  knew  to  be  difaf- 
courfes  on  Government,”  and  fefted  to  publick  liberty  ;  and  it  is 
that  of  Milton’s  “  Prole  Works,”  believed,  that  fome  good  Whig 
in  two  Volumes,  Quarto.  He  like-  Pamphlets  were  the  better  for  his 
wife  republiflaed  Nedham's  “  Ex-  Notes. 

«<  cellencv  of  a  free  State,”  to  His  cliarafter  has  been  thus  drawn 
which  he  wrote  a  fbort  Preface.  by  no  injudicious  hand:  ‘Mr. 

In  1755,  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  ‘  Baron’s  charafter  was  one  of  the 
to  di fcover  the  fecond  Edition  of  ‘  moll  artlefs  arid  uridifguifed  that 
Milton's  “  Iconoclaftes,”  of  the  *  ever  appeared  in  the  world.  He 
year  ifi'to,  which  contained  laige  *  was  a  man  of  real  and  great  learn- 
additions  to  the,  former  Editions,  ‘  ing,  of  fixed  and  Ready  integrity, 
and  which  lie  republifhed,  in  a  thin  ‘and  a  tender  and  fympathizing 
Ouartojl.  He  prefented  feveral  co-  ‘heart.  Fie  firmly  believed  in  Re- 
ptes  of  his  Edition  to  thofe  whom  ‘  velation,  and  for  tins  very  reafon 
be  efteemed.  in  the  copy  lent  to  ‘  was  infinitely  more  concerned  to 
Mr.  Pitt  was  written,  “To  William  ‘  promote  the -caufe  of  truth  and 
4‘  Pitt,  Efq;  AfTertor  of  Liberty,  ‘  virtue  in  the  world,  than  to  pro- 
“  Champion  of  the  People,  Scourge  ‘  cure  any  emolument  or  advantages 
“  of  impious  Minifters,  their  Tools  ‘to  himfelf.— No  man  was  ever 
“  and  Sycophants,  this  Book  is  pre-  ‘  more  zealous  in  tbv.  caufe  of  civil 
"  fented  by  the  Editor.”  ‘  and  religious  liberty  than  Mr.  Ba- 

Some  time  before  this,  Mr.  Baron  *  ron.  The  whole  bent  of  his  ftu- 
pnbUlhcd  a  Colleton  of  ‘  dies  led  him.  this  way,  Well  did 
Trafts  in  two  Volumes,  izmo,  en-  ‘  he  underftand  the  caufe  in  its  ut- 
titled/“  The  Pillars  of.  Pfieft-craft  *  moft  extent.  Warmly  was  he 
44  and  Orthodoxy  fhaken  to  ‘  animated  whenever  it  was  the  (ub- 
which  Collection  twomore  Volumes  ‘  jeft  of  debate,  and  zealoufly  in¬ 
here  added,  in  1 768,  after  his  death.  ‘  dignant  was  he,  when  he  thought 
He  is  however,  fuppofed  to  have  e  it  attacked,  or  in  danger  of  mb- 
been  miftaken.or  mifinformed,  con-  ‘  verfton.— Could  he  have  reft  rain¬ 
ed 

t]  Mr.  Hollis  gave  Millar,  the  bookfellcr,  ten  guineas  for  publifhing  this  EdL 
tion,  and  ten  more  to  Mr.  liaron,  for  procuring  the  publication. 
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vantage,  he  caufed  an  Advertifement  of  the  Publication  to  be  in¬ 
serted  in  the  Papers,  drawn  up  in  high  terms  of  liberty.  When 
it  was  printed  off,  betook  a  confidcrable  number  of  Copies,  44  to 
(e  be  Scattered  ingenuoully”  (as  he  exprefles  himfelf)  “  among 
te  literary  focieties,  the  learned,  and  his  friends.” 

Some  time  after  this,  Mr.  Hollis  projected  a  new  Edition  of  all 
Mr.  Locke’s  Works  ;  but  his  bookfeller  not  agreeing  to  his  propo¬ 
sals,  the  matter  dropped.  He  therefore  only  revifed  and  corrected 
the  Life  of  Mr.  Locke,  as  it  was  published  in  one  of  the  Folio 
Editions  of  his  Works  ;  (which  is  little  more  than  a  copy  of 
Le  Clerc’s  ;)  and  when,  with  the  afliftance  of  another  gentleman, 
he  had  made  it  as  perfedt  as  he  cauld,  it  was  prefixed  to  an  Edi¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Locke’s  Works,  in  Quarto,  which  appeared  in  1768, 
but  in  which  Mr.  Edollis  was  no  farther  concerned  than  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  publifhers  to  reprint  the  4  4  Latin  Letter  on  Tolera- 
(x  ration,”  and  PrcafPs  Pieces  written  again!!  that  Letter,  which 
were  become  exceedingly  fcarce. — This  Edition  was  alfo  adorned 
with  a  Head  of  the  Author,  engraved  by  Bafire,  from  a  very  fine 
original  drawing  of  Cipriani,  which  Mr.  Hollis  lent  him  for  that 
purpofe. 

Andrew  Marvell  was  another  of  Mr.  Hollis’s  favourites  ;  and 
for  fome  time  he  meditated  a  new  Edition  of  the  Works  of  that 
confummate  patriot.  With  this  view  he  had  frequent  conferences 
with  the  learned  Printer,  Mr.  Bovvyer,  and  his. friend  Baron  ;  but 
Mr.  Baron  not  thinking  himfelf  equal  to  the  talk,  for  want  of 
proper  materials  relating  to  the  hillory  of  the  Author,  or  fach  as 
were  neceffary  to  illuftrate  fome  paffages  in  his  Works,  which 
wanted  explanation,  and  Mr.  Bowyer  refufing  to  be  concerned 
in  the  republication,  the  want  of  two  fuch  able  co  operators  put 
an  end  to  the  projedl  (g) . 

Mr. 

6  ed  the  natural  impetuofity  of  his  4  are  virtues,  which,  when  exerted 
4  temper,  no  man  would  have  had  4  in  a  low  fphere,  ft  Horn  bring  their 
4  more  friends,  or  better  deferved  *  reward  to the  pofleffor  $  yet  theft, 
4  the  inf  •  With  many  virtue’s,  and  '  ‘  with  their  bleffed  effects,  were  all 
4  few  faults,  which  only  wanted  the  *  this  good  man  left  behind  him  for 
4  elevation  of  a  higher  ftation  and  4  the  confolation  and  fupport  of  a 
4  a  better  fate  to  have  affumed  the  ‘  widow  and  three  children.’ — Me- 
*  form  of  virtues,  Mr. Baron  paffed  moirs  of  Mr.  Hollis.  Pafiim. 

4  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  in  pe-  (gJ  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Hol- 
4  nut ious  circumftances,  which  nei-  lis,  Marvell’s  Works  have  been  re- 
4  ther  abated  the  generous  ardour,  publiihed,  in  three  Volumes,  Quar- 
4  nor  overcame  the  laudable  inde-  to,  by  Captain  Edward  I  kompfon, 
4  pendency  of  his  lpirit.  Theft  who  was  generoully  prefented  with 

all 

J  His  eagernefs  and  precipitation  in  favour  of  the  caule  he efpoufed, prevented 
Mr.  Hollis  trom  having  that  free  and  unrefer  ved  inteteourfe  with  him  which  h:s 
many  valuable  qualities  would  otherwife  have difpoferi  that  excellent  peifcn  to 
have  encouraged  and  turned  to  the  account  of  the  pubiick  in  various  ways, 
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Mr.  Hollis  had  alfo  deflgned  to  procure  a  new  and  improved 
Edition  of  the  famous  Book,  entitled,  Vhididce  contra,  Tyrahnos  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  had  caufed  an  elegant  Head  of  the  Author, 
Hubert  Languet,  to  be  engraved  by  Cipriani,  from  an  original 
painting  in  his  poffeffion,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  Edition.  His  de¬ 
sign,  however,  was  not  carried  into  execution.  What  prevented 
him  does  not  appear. 

By  this  republication  of  their  Works  in  beautiful  and  correct 
Editions,  and  by  procuring  clear  and  authentick  Accounts  of  their 
Lives,  Mr.  Hollis,  whilfl  he  did  honour  to  the  memory  of  fuch 
diftinguifhed  perfons,  was  in  hopes  of  exciting  others  to  the  imi¬ 
tation  of  their  noble  characters  and  conduct.  Nor  was  this  the 
only  method  he  adopted  with  the  fame  generous  view. — To  per¬ 
petuate  the  portraits  or  the  actions  of  great  and  good  men  in  the 
medaliick  way,  is  but  a  imall  tribute  of  gratitude  from  their  fuccef- 
fors ;  and  whilfl  it  furnifhes  ingenious  artiils  with  a  liberal  employ¬ 
ment,  there  feems  to  be  a  probability  of  its  counteracting,  in  forte 
degree,  the  vitiated  take  of  a  corrupt  and  effeminate  age.  At 
leak,  Mr.  Hollis’s  own  experience  encouraged  him  to  hope  that 
inch  might  be  the  falutary  conferences  of  the  attempt  ;  for,  at 
his  frit  entering  upon  the  noble  plan  of  life  which  he  bad  laid 
down,  he  tells  us,  that  when  he  beheld  the  effigies,  and  reflected 
on  the  lives  and  aCiions,  not  only  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans,  (heroes  of  the  utmoft  fize  and  dignity,)  but  even  of  feveral 
of  our  countrymen  yet  almoft  breathing,  fuch  as  Newton,  Boyle , 
Locke ,  Algernon  Sydney ,  the  divine  Milton ,  and  others,  though  he 
was  impreffed  with  fo  fenfible  a  conviction  of  his  own  lictlenefs  as 
to  hope  that  all  vain  glory  and  preemption  were  thereby  effec¬ 
tually  eradicated  from  his  mind,  yet  whilfl  he  felt  himfelf  hum¬ 
bled,  he  was  at  the  fame  time  animated  by  fuch  contemplations, 
to  walk  after  them  in  that  path  of  virtue,  through  which  they  ran, 
they  flew  (h)*  He  therefore  fpared  no  pains  nor  expence  in  col¬ 
lecting  original  Portraits  of  thofe  who,  either  on  account  of  their 
writings,  or  their  publick  conduCt,  are  juflly  ranked  amongft  the 
benefaCtors  of  their  country  ;  and  from  thefe  Portraits  he  procured 
Prints  to  be  engraved  bv  the  moft  celebrated  artifls.  His  Medals 
and  Coins  were  alio  collected  with  the  fame  beneficent  defign  ; 
and  \vhat  he  thus  cojlcCted,  he  either  prefented,  as  occafions  of¬ 
fered,  to  the  molt  eminent  repositories  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to 
many  illultrious  individuals,  and  patrons  of  liberty,  in  his  own 

country, 


all  the  Manufcripts  and  fcaroeTra&s 
colleCted  by  Mr.  Hollis  for  his  own 
intended  edition.  This  obligation 
Mr.  Thonipfon  very  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledges  ;  obferving,  that  fomb 


of  the  trafls  were  fuch  as  he  was 
unable  to  procure  any  where  elfe. 

(h)  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Ilollis, 
P.  Go. 
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country,  and  in  other  nations,  or  difperfed  them  amongd  his  friends 
in  general  (i) . 

Mr.  Hollis  had  an  exquifite  tade  for  the  line  arts,  fpecimens  of 
which  he  endeavoured  to  procure,  in  all  their  various  kinds,  with¬ 
out  aiming  at  parade  and  fhew,  in  his  collection,  which  he  rather 
chofe  to  make  fubfervient  to  tome  valuable  purpofe.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  arts,  directed  to  the  end  for  which  nature  intended 
them,  contribute  greatly  to  the  delight  and  comfort  of  life,  and 
that  there  is  a  brutal  ignorance  altogether  as  dedru&ive  to  the  mo¬ 
rals  of  mankind,  as  it  is  ignominious  to  genius.  And  without 
doubt  fuch  purfuits  are  not  only  innocent  in  themfelves,  but  they 
ferve  to  adorn  and  polifh  civil  life,  and  are  varioufly  uieful  to 
mankind. 

Thefe  fentiments  induced  Mr.  Hollis  to  pay  great  attention  to 
the  publick  Societies  in  this  country,  mdituted  for  the  promotion 
of  learning,  arts,  and  fcience  ;  of  mod,  if  not  all  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  He  took  an  early  refolution,  however,  to  avoid 
all  publick  didinCtive  characters  among  them  ;  in  coniequence  of 
which  he  declined  being  one  of  the  Vice-Prelidents  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries,  though  the  patent  was  made  out  ;  and  for 
the  fame  reafon,  when  he  was  eleCtsd  Chairman  0!  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  polite  Arts,  by  the  Society  for  promoting  thofe  Arts, 
he  thought  fit  to  decline  that  honour  likewife  ;  being  determined 
to  continue,  throughout  life,  a  private  and  independent  indivi¬ 
dual,  But  his  attention  to  the  bed  means  of  advancing  'the  cre¬ 
ek,  and  promoting  the  noble  ends  of  thele  Inditutions,  was  not 
the  lefs  on  this  account.  With  thefe  views  he  took  an  aCtive  part 
in  forwarding  the  plan  for  inducing  the  Society  of  Arts  and  Com¬ 
merce  to  publidi  Annual  Accounts  of  their  progrefs,  and  of  the 
improvements  in  the  feveral  articles  of  commercial  and  curious 
manufactures,  for  which  they  propofed  to  allot  premiums  ;  and 
when  thefe  Accounts  were  printed,  he  dilperled  them  in  great 
numbers,  in  order  to  excite  the  emulation  of  the  artids  at  home, 
and  to  promote  the  inditution  of  iimilar  Societies  in  foreign 
countries,  where  there  was  any  probability  that  commerce  might 
Vol.  X.  10.  3  M  be 


(i)  The  principal  Prints  which 
were  engraved  at  the  expence  of 
Mr.  Hollis,  and  prefented  in  fets  to 
his  friends,  were  of 
Lieutenant-General  Edmund  Lud¬ 
low  ;  John  Milton,  the  boy  ;  the 
fame,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  ; 
the  fame,  from  a  bud  in  plaifter;  the 
fame,  from  a  crayon  of  Tonfon’s ; 
John  Milton  victorious  over  Salma- 
has  ;  Algernon  Sydney  ;  Andrew 
Marvell;  Dr.  John  Wallis:  All 
by  Cipriani. 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  feraped  by  Mac 


Ardell. — Hubert  Languet,  from  a 
painting  in  his  own  col  lection. 

Dr.  Jonathan  May  hew.  Cipriani , 
—An  engraving  of  Bulftrode  Whit- 
locke,  from  a  medal  in  poffeffion  of 
Mr.  De  Berch,  of  Stockholm.— 
Memoirs,  P.  502. 

Long  before  the  rage  for  collect¬ 
ing  portraits  prevailed,  Mr.  Hollis 
preferved  the  refemblances  of  great 
men,  but  admitted  no  worthlefs  or 
bafe.  members  of  focieiy  to  difgracs 
his  band  of  heroes. 


45B  The  Life  of  Thomas  Hollis. 

be  extended,  or  ufeful  arts  encouraged.  Switzerland  and  Sicily 
were  particularly  diflinguifhed  by  thefe  benefactions  (k) ;  and 
fome  he  fent  to  America,  where  they  were  gratefully  accepted, 
and  a  difpofition  was  Oiewn  to  come  into  his  plan. 

Mr.  Hollis  had  always  profeffed  an  affectionate  regard  for  the 
Americans  in  general,  and  for  the  people  of  Bolton  and  of  Maf- 
fachufet’s  Bay,  in  particular,  whom  he  fuppofed,  taking  them  in  a 
body,  to  be  the  molt  fober,  knowing,  and  virtuous  people  upon 
earth.  That  they  might  long  continue  fuch,  was  his  ardent  de¬ 
fire  ;  and  one  of  the  molt  likely  means  to  that  end  he  rightly 
thought  would  be,  to  watch  well  over  their  youth,  by  bellowing 
upon  them  a  reafonable  and  manly  education,  and  feleCling  for  that 
purpofe  the  ableft  and  molt  accomplilhed  men  that  could  be  ob¬ 
tained.  For  this,  indeed,  the  wifdom  and  benevolence  of  their 
fathers  had  made  an  excellent  provifion  by  law  ;  and  to  render  the 
good  confequences  refulting  from  this  provifion  more  extenfively 
beneficial,  was  the  great  objeCfc  which  Mr.  Hollis  always  kept  in 
view,  in  his  connexions  with  that  country. 

So  early  as  the  year  1754*  he  began  to  teftify  his  attachment  to 
America,  by  fubfcribing  to  the  newly  ereCted  College  in  Prince’s 
Toivn,  in  New  Jerfey,  and  at  the  fame  time  earneftly  recommend¬ 
ing  toothers  the  encouragement  of  that  infant  feminary.  But  it 
was  Harvard  College,  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  that  he  principally  didinguifhed  and  enriched  by  h:s  nume¬ 
rous  ber.efaClions  of  various  kinds,  and  efpecially  of  the  choiceil 
bosks,  in  different  branches  of  literature,  and  more  particularly 
on  the  fubjeCl  of  government.  So  alfiduous  indeed  was  he  in  col¬ 
lecting  the  belt  treatifes  on  this  JirJi  fubjeCt,  (as  he  called  it,)  that 
we  find  him  expreffinga  hope  that  no  principal  book  relating  to  it 
would  be  wanting  in  Harvard  College,  from  the  days  of  Mofes  to 
his  own  times.  Without  doubt,  this  was  faying  a  great  deal  for 
his  benefactions  ;  but  we  may  at  lead  learn,  from  this  hope,  what 
a  noble  collection  of  ancient  and  modern  politicks  he  mud  have 
depofited  in  the  Library  of  that  Society.  He  thought  (as  he  told 
his  correfpondents  there)  that  we  were  entering  upon  bad  times  ; 
and  he  was  willing  to  contribute  what  he  could  towards  their 
getting  docked  with  books  relating  to  thofe  two  mod  precious  fuo« 
ie&$,  civil  and  religious  liberty.  For  bountiful  as  Mr.  Hollis  was 
to  the  American  Colonies,  it  was  not  2  partial  and  perionai  at¬ 
tachment  that  influenced  him  in  the  choice  of  his  presents.  He 
fent  them  not  what  might  be  molt  acceptable  to  particular  per¬ 
forms,  but  what  hejudged  might  be  mod  beneficial  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  and  being  of  opinion  that  if  government  goes  right,  all 
o  -  go£s 

(k)  In  one  of  thofe  fent  to  Sicily  4  your  Society,  that  the  good  may 
he  wrote,—4  Go,  little  Book,  in-  4  be  united,  the  bad  aweu,  the  iiland 
&  duce  the  Sicilians, .famous  through  *  enriched  with  preservation  01  us 
4  all  ages,  to  inftitute  Societies  like  ‘  induftry,  and  mankind  benentea. 
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goes  right,  books  on  government  were  what  he  moll  delighted  to 
fend  ;  yet  not  without  digreffion  to  other  fubje&s,  either  ufeftsl  or 
ingenious. 

Harvard  College  had  indeed  a  fort  of  family  claim  to  Mr. 
Hollis’s  munificence,  feveral  of  his  anceficrs  having  patronifed 
it  in  the  moil  generous  manner,  and  his  great  uncle,  Thomas,  in 
particular,  having,  in  addition  to  his  other  benefactions,  (which 
amounted  to  little  lefs  than  fivethoufand  pounds  fterling,)  founded 
a  Profefiorfhip  there  for  the  Mathematicks  and  Natural  Philofo- 
phy,  and  ten  Scholarlhips  in  thofe  and  other  Sciences.  7 

The  learning  of  the  firll  fettlers  in  America  lay  in  a  fmall 
compafs.  Their  conceptions  were  accordingly  narrow,  iri  religion 
particularly,  and  not  very  extenfive  in  matters  of  government. 
But,  affifted  by  the  benevolence  of  their  Britifh  benefactors, 
(amongft  whom  the  name  of  Hollis  will  always  merit  a  particular 
and  moll  grateful  remembrance,)  their  dependents  have  found 
means  to  improve  themfelves  in  every  branch  of  liberal  literature  ; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  fuch  improvement  naturally  infpires'  men 
with  afirong  attachment  to  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  li» 
berty,  and  with  a  proportionable  fenfibility,  when  any  encroach¬ 
ments  are  made  upon  thofe  principles. 

Mr.  Hollis’s  benefactions  to  Harvard  College  were  chiefly  con¬ 
veyed  through  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayhew,  Pallor  of  the 
Well  Church  in  Bollon,  a  man  of  exemplary  piety  and  amiable 
manners,  firmly  attached  to  thecaufe  of  liberty,  and,  as  it  appears 
by  his  writings,  of  confiderable  literary  abilities.  From  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  his  friends  i-n  New  England,  and  from  the  perufal  of 
one  of  his  Publications  ( l ),  Mr.  Hollis  had  conceived  a  great 
efteem  for  this  gentleman  1  in  confequence  of  which,  he  fent  him 
.aprel'entof  a  box  of  books,  without  acquainting  him  with  the 
name  of  his  correfpondent  ;  but  being  loon  convinced  of  his  real 
merit,  he  fent  him,  in  the  year  1759,  another  prefent  of  books, 
accompanied  with  a  letter,  to  which  he  fubferibed  his  name  ;  and 
from  that  time  a  correfpondence  commenced  between  them,  which 
was  regularly  kept  up,  till  the  death  of  Dr.  Mayhew. 

3  M  2  Mr. 


(1)  This, was  a  very 'curious  Dif- 
fertation  on  Government,  printed  at 
Bollon,  in  1750,  and  the  firll  on  that 
fubjeft  produced  from  the  American 
world.  It  was  entitled  “  A  Dif- 
“  courfe  concerning  unlimited  Sub- 
“  million  and  Non-Refiftance  to 
“  the  Higher  Powers,  with  fome 
“  Reflections  on  the  Refiftance 
11  made  to  Charles  I.  and  on  the  An- 
45  niverfary  of  his  Death,  in  which 
“  the  myfterious  DoCtrine  of  that 
66  Pimce’sSaintlhipand  Martyrdom 


44  is  unriddled.  The  Subftance  of 
“  which  was  delivered  in  a  Sermon 
44  preached  in  the  Weft  Meeting- 
“  Houfe  in  Bollon,  the  Lord’s  Day 
44  after  the  30th  of  January,  1749-50. 
44  By  Jonathan  Mayhew,  A. M.  Paf- 
“  tor  of  the  Weft  Church  in  Bof- 
“  ton.”  ' 

This  Piece  has  been  reprinted  in 
Baron's  Collection  of  TraCts,  enti¬ 
tled,  “  The  Pillars  of  Prieftcraft 
“  and  Orthodoxy  fhaken.”  Vol.  II. 
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Mr.  Hollis  correfponded  likewife  with- other  learned  and  inge-- 
rdous  men,  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  fuch  as  he  thought  the 
mod  likely  to  propagate  the  .founded  principles  of  religion  and 
government  aniongil  their  countrymen :  but  his  molt  confiden¬ 
tial  friend  was  Dr,  Mayhew.  It  was  to  him  that  he  opened  him- 
felf  with  tne  lead  referve  upon  the  mod  intending  and  delicate 
fubjecis  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  their  correfpondence  he  teftified, 
upon  all  occafions,  his  zealous  regard  for  the  intereds  and  profpe- 
rity  of  America.  In  particular,  he  earnedly  and  repeatedly  re¬ 
commended  the  eftablifhment  of  fome  Societies  in  that  country, 
upon  the  model  of  thcfe  in  London,  elpecially  that  o f  the 
Royal  Society,  and  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  or  Arts, 
Manufactures,  and  Commerce  ;  and  though,  at  fird,  his  American 
friends  thought  themfelves  hardly  ripe  for  engaging  in  defigns  of 
that  nature,  yet  fome  ufeful  inditutions  of  the  kind  were  after¬ 
wards  feton  foot,  in  different  provinces,  and  attended  with  good 
fuccefs.  But  in  no  indance  was  Mr.  Hollis  more  aCtive  and  affi- 
duous  than  with  refpeCt  to  the  fcheme  for  edablifhing  Bifhops  and 
Rpifcopal  Academies  in  America  ;  a  fcheme  much  favoured  by 
our  Prelates  and  Clergy  in  general,  and  particularly  patronifed  by 
Archbifhop  Seeker. 

This  projeCt  gave  the  Americans  a  great  deal  of  uneafineff. 
They  thought  it  would  be  attended  with  the  mod  pernicious  con fe- 
quences,  but  they  were  much  at  a  lofs  in  what  manner  to  oppofe 
it.  In  this  fi.tuation  Dr.  Mayhew  took  the  liberty  of  applying  to 
Mr.  Hollis,  and  of  alluring  him  that  he  could  not  do  the  people 
of  New  England  a  more  effentim^fervice,  or  lay  them  under 
greater  obligations,  than  by  ufing  his  influence  in  fuch  ways  as  he 
might  judge  mod  proper  to  prevent  the  fcheme  from  taking  effect. 
It  was  not  at  that  time  fufficiently  known  to  this  American^  Pa¬ 
triot,  that  Mr.  Hollis  had  long  refoived  to  avoid  all  publics  oufi- 
nefs,  and  efpecially  the  taking  (as  he  terms  it)  charges  or  leads  01 
any  kind  ;  but  in  anfwer  to  this  application  he  was  made  fully 
acquainted  with  his  friend’s  determination  in  this  refpeCt,  who 
at  the  fame  time  obferved,  that  the  people  of  New  England 
might  always  rely  upon  his  bed  offices,  generally,  in  their  penalf, 
but' without  charge  cn  their  part,  or  junction  of  any  fort  with  otuer 
perfons.  Accordingly  Mr.  Hollis  not  only  pointed  out  a  proper 
man  to  manage  an  oppofition  to  fuch  a  fcheme,  but  when  Hr. 
Mayhew  fent  him  fome  of  his  Publications  relating  to  the  lubieCt, 
which  he  thought  might  have  a  good  effect,  if  reprinted  in  Eng¬ 
land,  he  appears  to  have  been  at  a  confiderable  expence,  and  to 
have  taken  no  fmall  pains,  for  that  purpofe  ;  going  out  of  his 
ufual  courfe  in  the  affair,  purely  (as  he  declared)  to  help  on  a 
noble  caufe,  though  in  a  fmall  degree.  He  alfodiftributed  Copies 
of  thefe  Pieces  amongd  his  friends,  and  others  whole  woncs,  or 
wliofe  reputation  entitled  them  to  the  epithet  ingenuous. 
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It  is  no  wonder  that  Mr.  Hollis  efpoufed  Dr.  Mayhew’s  caufe 
with  fo  much  affection  and  alacrity  ;  for  he  confidercd  thefe  Cle¬ 
rical  manoeuvres  as  lowing  the  feeds  of  luch  prejudices  againft  the 
Colonies  in  the  Mother  Country,  as  had  a  manifeft  tendency  to 
that  difunion  which  hath  fince  followed  ;  a  difunion  which  he  iin- 
cerely  dreaded,  and  inceftantly  laboured  to  prevent, — Certain  it 
is,  that  the  Ecclefiaftical  policy  of  eftablifhing  Prelacy  was  a  con- 
iiderable  ingredient  in  the  jealoufy  conceived  by  the  Colonifts  of 
the  evil  defigns  of  the  Mother  Country  towards  them  ;  and.  on 
the  other  hand  Mr.  Hollis  well  knew  what  ill  will  was  excited 
againft.  the  Colonifts,  on  a  religious  account,  by  the  inflammatory 
Sermons  and  Pamphlets  of  the  zealous  Churchmen  of  thofe  days. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  of  fetting  the  people  of  England  right  in 
their  judgmentof  the  Colonifts,  he  encouraged  Dr.  Mayhew  to 
give  them  more  genuine  and  exadt  accounts  of  the  religion  of  the 
American  Non-Epifcopalians ;  and  thefe  Publications,  as  well  as 
fome  other  productions  of  the  fame  fort,  he  diftributed  with  a  li¬ 
beral  hand. 

This  was  one  method  which  Mr.  Hollis  adopted  to  introduce 
milder  fentiments  and  difpofttlons  towards  each  other,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  matters  from  commg  to  extremities  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  the  Colonies  ;  and  in  the  fame  benevolent  caufe  all 
his  little  energies,  he  fays,  were  conftantly  exerted,— When  the 
ftrft  commotions  excited  by  the  Stamp  Act  arofe,  lie  waited  on  the 
Minifter  with  the  moft  aut’nentick  and  important  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  difpoiitions  of  the  Colonifts.  He  {pent  a  winter  in 
town,  againft  inclination,  health,  and  convenience,  on  account  of 
the  tranfadhons  of  that  period,  working  (as  he  himfelf.  obferyes) 
his  own  ftrength,  however  (mall,  in  the  ftorm,to  prevent, if  pofliole, 
the  ftate  veil'd  from  wrecking.  At  length  he  had  the  fadsfadtion 
of  feeing  that  obnoxious  Adi  repealed  ;  loon  after  wnicn  event  ns 
was  unhappily  deprived  of  his  incomparable  friend,  Dr.  Mayhew, 
who  died  at  Bofton  of  a  nervous  fever,  o’erplied,”  as  Mr. 
Hollis  expreftes  it,  in  Miltonick  phrafe,  with  public  ener- 
“  gies.” 

By  the  death  of  this  excellent  perfon  our  illuftrious  Patriot  was 
at  a  lofs  for  a  confidential  correfpondent  in  America,  by  whole 
means  mutual  communications  of  the  ftate  of  tne  Motner  Country 
and  the  Colonies,  refpeddvely,  might  be  fafely  and  difcreetly  in¬ 
terchanged,  without  giving  fuel  to  party  zeal  or  party  malevo¬ 
lence  on  theone  fide  or  the  other.  He  was  nor,  however,  kept 
long  in  fufpenfe  ;  for  in  the  worthy  and  publick-fpirited  Dr.  Ei- 
laoti’of  Bolton,  he  found  a  proper  fubftitute  for  his  much-lamented 
friend.  With  this  gentleman  therefore  he  opened  a  correipon- 
dence.  and  through  "him  continued  his  munificence  to  Harvard 

College, 
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College,  and  his  benefa&ions  to  other  parts  of  America  (tn).  At 
the  fame  time  he  beheld  with  the  utmoft  concern  the  great 
uneafinefs  which  was  prevailing  and  increasing  in.  that  country, 
and  his  anxieties  were  heightened  as  the  approaching,  breach  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  vifible.— With  regard  to  the  fubjeft  of  this 
uneafmefs,  his  opinion  was,  that  the  whole  equity  lay  on  the  fide 
of  the  Americans,  and  that  the  people  of  Bofton,  in  particular, 
had  a&edas  became  an  outraged,  free,  and  brave  people  ;  and  he 
likewife  thought,  that  under  the  moll  trying  circumftances,  they 
would  extricate  thcmfelves  with  firmnefs  and  magnanimity. — Mr. 
Hollis  indeed  was  aware  of  fomething  in  the  charaftef  of  the 
Americans  which  unfortunately  either  efcaped  the  notice  of  thofe 
who  undertook  the  talk  of  their  humiliation,  or  was  not  credited 
by  them.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  their  inbred  affedion  for 
liberty  :  he  knew  that  it  grew  from  the  root  of  perfecution,  and 
upon  that  very  account  was  not  to  be  fubdued  by  oppreffion  and 
inftiit.  He  fpoke  his  mind  freely  on  this  fubjeft  to  the  Prime  Mi- 
ni&er  ;  he  was  heard  with  civility,  and  fubfequent  events  have 
Ihewn  that  he  fhould  have  been  believed. 

When  at  length  the  vengeance  again#  America  opened  with 
Addreffes  from  the  two  Houles  of  Parliament,  followed  by  others 
from  different  places,  and  different  claffes  of  men  ;  all  which 
were  gracioufly  received,  witn  affurances  that  the  orders  rccom— 
mended  by  the  addreffers,  as  the  molt  eife&ual  means  of  bringing 
the  authors  of  the  mjhappycommotions  in  the  Province  of  MaiTa- 
chufet’s  Bay  to  condign  punilhment,  fnould  be  given  without  fail ; 

feniible 

(m)  Some  time  before  the  death  efcaped  the  conflagration.  This  he 
of  Dr.  Mayhew,  (Jan.  24,  1764),  a  ufed  to  mention  as  a  fingukr  cir¬ 
ri  readful  fire  broke  out  at  Harvard  cinriftance,  which  gave  him  great 
College,  by  which  one  of  its  build-  pleafure.  Amongft  the  reft  were 
ings  was  entirely  confumed,  toge-  forty-five  volumes  of  Trafts,  col- 
ther  with  a, noble  publick  Library,  le&ed  by  Dr.  Wallis,  and  other 
and  a  Philofophical  Apparatus  of  books,  which  he  faid  he  could  not 
great  value*.  This  lots  Mr.  Hollis  procure  again,  nor  ihould  attempt 

lamented  exceedingly  ;  but  he  no  it.  r 

fooner  heard  of  the  accident  than  He  continued  his  noble  preients, 
be  fubferibed  200I.  towards  a  new  however,  from  time  to  time,  till  he 
Philofophical  Apparatus,  and  the  had  completed  his  original  intern, 
fame  fum  to  the  Library  ;  a  fub-  tion  ;  and  at  his  deceafe  he  left  a 
feription  having  been  opened  in  tefiimony  of  his  unabatinggenero- 
London  for  repairing  the  lofs.— For-  fuy  to  this  Seminary  of  Literature, 
innately,  four  large  cafes  of  curious  by  bequeathing  the  ium  of  hve  hun- 
and  rare  hooks,  fent  by  Mr.  Hollis  dred  pounds,  to  be  laidoutin  Books, 
the  year  before,  having  been  detain-  as  an  addition  to  his  former  benerac- 
ed elfewhere, till  a  place  could  he  lions  to  the  Library, 
prepared  for  them  in  the  Library, 

»  'vp’bcn  Mr.  Hollis’s  great  uncle  founded  a  ProfefTorlhip  of  Mathematicks  and 
Philofophy  in  Harvard  College,  he  fent  a  fine  Apparatus  for  Experimental  Phi- 
l  ilophy  in  its  fevera!  branches, to  which  uiany  very  valuable  ftddiUQM  nau  yctPi 
made  by  feveial  generous  beaelatiois. 
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(eniible  of  the  tendency  of  this  madnefs,  Mr.  Hollis  conveyed 
through  a  Paper  of  extenfive  circulation,  and  continued,  from  time 
to  time,  the  following  concife  and  patriotick  admonition  to  the 
interefted  parties — (r‘  Englijbmen ,  Scottzjhmen,  Irijhmsn ,  Colomfis , 
Brethren ,  discordia  res  maxims  dilabuntur.”— He  did 
not  live  to  fee,  as  we  have  done,  the  completion  of  his  prophecy  ; 
but  he  lived  to  fee  enough  of  the  folly*  precipitation,  and  obdinacy 
of  attacking  a  brave  and  generous  people,  whom  oppreilion  had 
made  defperate,  by  fuch  meafures  and  fuch  counfels  as  the  drength 
and  wifdom  of  Great  Britain  then  afforded. 

Mr.  Hollis’s  connexions  with  the  American  Colonies,  his  seal 
for  their  improvement,  and  particularly  his  correfpondence  with 
Dr.  Mayhew,  who,  itfeems,  became  obnoxious  to  the  Governors 
of  Maffachufet’s  Bay,  on  account  of  his  Writings  in  favour  of 
civil  liberty,  have  been  alledged  in  evidence  of  his  fomenting,  that 
factious  fpirit  in  America,  (as  feme  are  pleafed  to  term  it,)  which 
has  ended  in  the  Colonies  declaring  themfelves  independent  on 
the  Mother  Country  ;  a  thing  the  moll  remote  from  his  wifhes 
and  endeavours. — His  benevolence  to  the  American  Colonies  was 
derived  from  the  generous  fpirit  and  example  of  fome  of  his  more 
immediate  anceftors,  whofe  benefa&ions  confided  in  affording 
them  the  means  of  improvement  in  ufeful  arts  and  fciences,  and 
valuable  erudition  of  all  kinds.  To  this  improvement  there  were 
many  contributors  hefides  Mr.  Hollis  and  his  family.  The  Mo¬ 
ther  Country  reaped  her  full  lhare  of  the  fruits  of  it ;  and  when 
our  Patriot  fent  his  firft  bounty  to  Harvard  College,  there  was  not 
.the  lead  profped  or  ground  for  fufpicion  that  thofe  fruits  would 
not  be  continued  to  our  lated  poderity.  When  mifeondud  and 
mifreprefentation,  on  the  one  fide  and  the  other,  created  com¬ 
plaints  and  jealoufies  in  the  Colonies,  and  wrath  and  feverity  on 
the  part  of  Government  at  home,  Mr.  Hollis  appears  to  have 
4  dreaded  nothing  more  than  a  fatal  reparation*  He  difapproved 
indeed  the  counfels  of  the  men  in  power,  becaufe  he  forefaw  their 
tendency  to  a  breach  which  might  never  be  healed  ;  but  he 
equally  difapproved  methods  of  outrage  and  violence  in  the  Colo- 
Bids,  and  dudiouily  avoided  the  company  and  correfpondence  of 
thofe  among  them  whofe  imprudent  heat  and  refentment  could 
produce  nothing  but  irritation.  He  held  no  correfpondence  with 
the  political  leaders  in  that  country  :  his  principal  epidolary  inter- 
courfe  and  confidence  was  with  men  of  letters,  or  men  of  com* 
merce.  He  declined  private  vifits  from  thofe  Americans  who  oc- 
cafionally  came  to  England  on  different  errands  ;  nor  does  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  he  had  the  lead  communication  with  any  gentleman  wh© 
had  a  fhare  in  forming  their  refolution  of  Independence.  Oat 
the  contrary,  it  is  evident,  from  his  correfpondence  with  Dr. 
Mayhew,  that  he  condantly  endeavoured  to  inculcate  loyalty  to 
the  King  and  his  government,  and  to  create  a  good  opinion  of  his 

Majeily  ' 
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Majelly  amongft  his  Provincial  fubjedls.  In  Ihort,  concord  and 
felicity  to  the  Mother  Country  and  her  Colonies  were  what  he 
moil  fincerely  and  ardently  wilhed,  and  what  he  long  laboured,  to 
the  utmofi:  of  his  power,  to  promote.  He  was  unwearied  in  his 
exhortations,  in  the  publick  papers,  to  peace  and  union,  and  in 
warnings  to  avoid  the  dire  effedis  of  purfuing  the  coined:  to  extre¬ 
mities  ;  and  if  the  difmal  event  hasfhewn  that  his  powers  of  per- 
fuaflon  were  unequal  to  the  work  of  reconciliation,  it  has  at  lead 
done  honour  to  his  fagacity,  and  jultice  to  his  flncerjty.  We  have 
now  only  to  lament,  that  the  Church  and  State  Ihould  co-operate, 
by  their  joint  manoeuvres,  to  detach  thofe  worthy  friends  to  civil 
and  religious  liberty  frorp  their  amicable  connexions  with  the 
Mother  Country,  and  to  compel  them  to  feek  their  happinefs  in 
a  fvftem  of  their  own  ;  thereby  deriving  upon  Great-Britain  a 
long  train  of  inconveniencies  and  difficulties,  which  perhaps  the 
wifefl  of  our  pofierity  will  hardly  be  able  fufficiently  to  alle¬ 
viate. 

But  Mr.  Hollis’s  condudt  with  refped  to  America  was  by  no 
means  the  only  proof  he  gave  of  his  patriotick  regard  for  the  true 
interefts  and  profperity  of  his  native  country.  The  excellence  of 
its  original  as  well  as  its  improved  conftitution  of  government  was 
always  in  his  thoughts  ;  and  if  ever  any  afperity  of  expreffion  es¬ 
caped  him,  the  objeds  of  it  were  thofe  men  whole  principles  and 
counfels  tended,  in  his  opinion,  tofubvert  or  corrupt  it,  or  thofe 
who,  by  a  mean  fervility,  became  the  abjed  inliruments  of  fuch 
pernicious  policy. —With  thefe  fentiments  of  our  conliitution,  and 
perfuaded  as  he  was,  that  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  oi  Eng- 
lifhmen  will  ever  be  endangered  in  proportion  as  Popery  increafes, 
and  is  not  difcouraged,  when  Mr.  Hollis  law  the  Papilis  uncom¬ 
monly  alert  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  not  only  faoafling  of  their 
fuccefs  in  converdons,  but  having  their  patrons  in  print,  both  as 
pamphleteers  and  writers  in  the  newfpapers,  and  foliciting,  with 
much  fophiftry  and  aflurance,  to  be  put  upon  a  footing  with  the 
Protelisnt  Diflenters,  by  a  toleration  law  in  their  favour,  he  ufed 
bis  bed  endeavours  to  have  their  principal  Publications  anfwered  in 
form.  He  likewife  procured  proper  Effays  to  be  occafionally  in- 
ferted  in  the  publick  papers,  and  was  at  a  considerable  expence  in 
bringing  forward  and  difperfing  fome  excellent  Tradis  on  the 
fubjedb — -What  he  chiefly  aimed  at  was  to  keep  alive  in  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  countrymen  the  intolerant  genius  and  perfe¬ 
cting  fpirit  of  Popery,  and  to  detect*  counteract,  and  difappoint 
the  machinations  of  thofe  Papilis  who  had  opportunities  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  caufe  of  their  party  (n). 

An 

(n)  Of  the  TraBs  thus  circulated  celebrated  Author  of  the  Confejflo - 
by  Mr.  Hollis  one  of  the  molt  con-  nal ,  under  the  title  of  “  Confidera- 
fpicuous  came  from  the  pen  of  the  “  tions  on  the  prefent  State  of  the 

-  j‘  Controverfy 
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Aa  increafe  of  Papifis,  Mr.  Hollis  thought,  would  of  cotirfe 
he  pernicious  in  its  confequences  to  the  free,  confiitution  of  this 
kingdom,  and  inimical  to  every  principle  of  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berty  upon  which  it  is  fupported.  The  augmentation  of  their 
numbers  therefore,  as  well  as  the  advancement  of  their  influence, 
he  diligently  laboured  to  prevent;  and  nothing  feems  to  have  given, 
him  greater  fatisfadlion  than  the  efforts  which  he  made  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  Popery  in  this  country,  and  to  abate  the  credit  and 
indulgence  which  the  profefTors  of  that  luperfcition  appeared  to 
have  obtained. 

His  vigilance  in  this  refpefl  caufed  him  to  .be  narrowly  watched 
by  the  Popifh  faction ;  for  though  his  communications  to  the 
prefs  were  anonymous,  yet  the  part  he  took  did  not  efcape  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  indefatigable  emiffaries  of  that  party.  His  princi* 
pies  indeed  with  refpedl to  politicks  were  well  known  in  and  about 
the  Metropolis  ;  and  he  was  a  man  of  too  much  conference  to 
Vol.  X.  io.  3  N  the 


“  Contrcverfy  between  the  Protef- 
44  tants  and  Papifis  of  Great-Britain 
44  and  Ireland,  particularly  on  the 
44  Queftion,  How  far  the  latter  are 
44  entitled  to  aToieration  upon  Pro- 
“  tefiant  Principles  ?” 

Writingsagainfi  Popery  had  not, 
for  fome  years,  been  very  frequent, 
previous  to  this  Publication  ;  which 
containing,  in  Mr.  Hollis’s  opinion, 
many  particulars  worthy  of  the  fe- 
rious  confideration  of  the  publick, 
he  thought  it  peculiarly  feafonable 
that  this  Tra£t  fbould  be  dilperfed 
into  as  many  hands  as  were  more  e(- 
pecialiy  concerned  to  take  notice  of 
its  contents.  With  this  defign  he 
purchafed  an  hundred  and  ten  co¬ 
pies;  one  of  which,  we  are  inform¬ 
ed,  had  the  honour  to  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefiy  ;  others  to  the  Mi¬ 
ni  fters  of  State,  Archbifhopof  Can¬ 
terbury,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  ; 
feme  to  different  Noblemen  and  Bi- 
fhops  ;  and  no  lefs  than  thirty  to 
ubiick  focieties  and  libraries  at 
ome  and  abroad,  not  forgetting 
America. 

Some  liberal-minded  Protefiant 
Writers  have  thought,  contrary  to 
Archdeacon  Blackburns ,  that  the  to¬ 
leration  of  Papifls  ought  to  be  as 
extenfive  as  that  of  other  Diflentcrs 
from  the  Church  of  England;  which 
Was  particularly  fuggefted  to  Mr. 
Hollis,  on  occaiion  of  his  difperfing 


tbjsBook.— Partof  hisanfwer  to  one 
who  expoftulated  with  him  on  this 
head  is  as  follows: — ‘  Think  not, 
4  Sir,  that  I  mean  to  lead  your  opi- 
‘  nions,  or  to  recommend  my  owri. 
4  Ule  your  own  liberty,  and  leave 
*  me  mine.  Write  a  book  to  con- 
4  fute  this  Author,  and  John  Mil- 
4  ton,  and  you  Qrali  want  noafltftapce 
‘  of  mine  to  make  it  known.’ 

Mr.  Hollis  was  utterly  againfl  the 
toleration  of  Popery,  on  the  very 
fame  confiderations that  Milton  had 
oppofed  it,  namely,  4  as  claiming  a 
4  twofold  power,  ecclefiaflica!  and 
4  political;  both  ufurped,  and  the 
4  one  fupporting  the  other ;  the  one 
4  fuperfeding  all  the  rights  of  con- 
4  fcience  by  intolerance,  the  other 
4  ftriking  at  the  root  of  all  civil  li- 
1  berty.’  —  Milton’s  arguments  on 
thishead  have  been  efteemed  unan- 
fwerable  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  Mr. 
Hollis  thought  they  had  Hood  good 
fromtbetime  they  were  published, 
and  had  been  confirmed  bv  fads  and 
arc  urn  fiances  throughout  the  whole 
interval;  and  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  wliat  chiefly  recommended  the 
44  Confiderations”  abovementioned 
to  him  was  the  detail  of  Fads  and 
dodrines  exhibited  in  them,  which 
proved  demonftratively  that  Popery 
now  is,  ever  was,  and  .  mufi  be,  Jlill 
the  /cOTC.—MemoirSj  P.  394  and 
360. 
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thecaufeof  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  remain  unnoticed  by 
tbofe  who  refpedlivcly  looked  upon  it  with  an  evil  eye.  He  had 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  jealoufy  of  fome  of  the  Courtiers  of 
thofe  days  inclined  them  to  take  methods  for  difcovering  hrs 
haunts;  though  with  no  ill  defign  upon  his  perfon  :  But,  from 
other  quarters,  he  was  not  without  his  apprehenfions  of  being 
taken  off  by  affaffmation.  ,  He  had  various  proofs  of  his  being 
watched  and  dogged  by  the  Papifts  ;  and  the  notices  he  received 
of  it  from  fome  of  his  well- wifliers  gave  him,  at  firft,  confiderable 
uheaflnds.  He  foon  determined,  however,  to  fear  no  events,  nor 
to  be  awed,  in  any  degree,  lay  fuch  circumflances,  but  to- proceed 
ingenuoufly,  to  the  bed  of  his  abilities,  and  according  to'nis  ufual 
cuflom,  againfl:  meafures,  not  men,  placing  his  truft,  in  humility, 
where,  fays  he,  it  ought  to  be,  with  the  Almighty.  — And  in 
this  fituation  he  thought  he  could  not  devife  more  real  fubflantial 
patriotifm  than  that  of  purfuing  his  courfe  of  communicating 
whatever  he  fuppofed  might  tend  to  the  inilrudxion  or  admonition 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  through  the  medium  of  the  publick  papers ; 
in  which  therefore  he  founded  from  time  to  time  fuch  alarms  as1 
hejodged  raoft  likely  to  excite  their  attention  to  the  prefervation  of 
their  liberties  and  ail  the  ine  dim  able  rights  of  Britifh  and  Protef* 
Sant  fubjefls. 

But  the  time  was  now  drawing  on,  when  Mr.  Hollis  was  to 
retire  from  thefe  pfrblick  feenesy  and  to  feek  fome  relaxation  from 
that  variety  of  affairs  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  engaged,  and 
that  weight  of  bufmefs  which,  he  tells  us,  was  fo  great  as  not  only 
to  force  him  frequently  to  negleft  alrnofl:  all  amufements  and  di¬ 
versions,  but,  at  times,  to  difanimate  and  overwhelm  him,  though 
he  laboured  day,  night,  week,  month,  year,  fucceflively,  to  maker 
it.-—  Upon  his  return  from  his  travels,  (which  had  been  chiefly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  fame  end,)  he  refolved  that  the  flower  of  his  life  and 
judgment  fhould  be  devoted  folely  to  the  fervice  of  his  country  and 
of  mankind  ;  and  this  refolution  he  had  carried  into  execution 
with  the  fevereft  energy,  though  employed,  as  he  modeitly  ob~ 
fprves,  in  fllence  and  fmaller  matters,  being  cut  ofl  from  greater 
and' more  noble  fo).  Some  relaxation  was  now  become  neceffary. 
He  had  always  difliked  the  intrigue  and  buflle  of  the  town,  and 
he  could  not  well  bear  any  longer  that  intenfe  application  to  which 
lie  had  fubmitted  for  years.  The  flrength  of  his  body  (he  com¬ 
plains) 

fo)  Many  of  Mr.  Hollis’s  Friends,  he,  in  one  of  his  letters  upon  the 
who  knew  his  abilities,  his  excellent  fubjeft,  4  though  I  would  rather 
principles,  and  inflexible  integrity,.  4  poffefs  a  leat  in  a  certain  place  than 
wiflied  to  fee  him  in  a  publick  4  any  other  temporal  advantage 

fcion,  and  were  importunate  w  ith  4  whatever,  yet  I  remember  too  well 
him  to  get  into  Parliament ;  but  he  4  the  faying  of  an  Antient  to  think 
would  never  conlent  to  make  ule  of  4  of  it,  /  c. an  live  contented  without 
ifce  common  methods  for  obtaining  '4  glory ,  but  cannot fujfcr  (kamed 
a  feat.  4  Por  my  own  part,’  fays  9 
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plains)  no  longer  equalled  the  powers  of  his  mind,  nor  thofe  the 
vigour  of  earlier  days.  Having  therefore  the  inexpreflible  fatis- 
faClion  of  knowing  that  the  prime  of  his  life  had  been  paffed 
humbly,  difi ntereiledly,  flrenuoufly,  and  affectionately,  in  the 
profecution  of  that  noble  plan  which  he  had  rigorouily  laid  down 
to  himfelf,  and  which  required  much  labour  and  con  (fancy  to  per¬ 
fect,  he  thought  the  remainder  of  it  at  his  own  private  difpolal. 

- — But  though,  on  all  accounts,  he  was  fenflble,that  he  had  row  little 
elfe  to  confider  than  retirement,  yet  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
induced  him  to  defer  his  retreat  from  one  fummer  to  another,  till 
he  had  actually  completed  a  fifth  year  of  publick  fervice  beyond 
his  plan.  At  length,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1770,  his  retreat 
took  place.  For  dome  time  before  this,  he  had  fully  determined 
to  leave  London  ;  and  his  only  uncertainty  was,  where  he  (hould 
fettle,  and  how  he  fhould  employ  himfelf  after  he  had  quitted  his 
fituation  and  connexions  in  the  metropolis.  It  appears  from  his 
Diary  (p)>  that  his  mind  had  been  much  perplexed  and  agitated 
£>n  this  account ;  but  at  length  he  retired  to  a  place  called  Urles 
Farm,  a  molt  healthy  and  beautiful  fpot,  in  the  parifh  of  Corf- 
combe,  in  Dorfetfhire,  where  his  eilates  lay  j  and  he  was  fo 
pleafed  with  the  fituation,  that  he  foon  determined  to  fettle  as  near 
to  it  as  poffible,  the  houfe  itfelf  being  in  no  refpeCt  fit  for  his 
•refidence. 

An  abfenceof  fifteen  years  had  occafioned  federal  inconveniencies, 
and  would  have  occafioned  many  more,  had  he  not  at  length  been 
•at  hand  to  prevent  them  by  his  own  perfonal  infpeClion  ;  but  as  he 
tells  us  that  he  did  not  go  into  the  country  for  attentions  of  intereft 
•of  any  kind,  which  he  had  ever  defpifed,  as  fuch,  io  we  find  that 
>he  was  by  no  means  idle  in  his  retreat,  or  forgetful  of  the  pub- 
lick  good.  When  indeed  he  firll  determined  to  retire  from  the 
metropolis,  though  the  feene  of  aCtion  would  thereby  be  changed 
and  leflfened,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
would  not  pafs  away  in  an  ufelefs  inflpid  inactivity,  but  that  his 
time  would  be  fpent  not  only  in  innocence  and  attentions  to  agri¬ 
culture,  (an  employment  which,  in  early  life,  had  attracted  his 
particular  regard,)  but  alfo  with  benevolence  and  a  view  to  fome 
fort  of  benefit  to  others.  Accordingly  we  find  that  he  did  not 
entirely  drop  his  intercourfe  with  fuch  of  his  former  correfpon- 
•dents  as  were  proper  either  to  give  or  to  receive  intelligence  of 
thofe  matters  which  employed  his  earesand  concern  for  the  pub- 
Jick.  Eetreat  however  became  every  day  more  and  more  accept¬ 
able  to  him ;  for  , though  in  general  he  enjoyed  a  good  date  of 

3  N  2  health, 

(p )  In  the  year  1759  Mr.  Hollis  *  life  pafs  fleadily,  in  active  and  ex- 
began  to  keep  a  Diary  of  his'traol-  4  tenfive  virtue,  at  leaf!  in  inno- 
aClions  j  the  firft  entry  of  which  is  ‘  ceoce  !  and  this  I  will  endea- 
•ihis—  *  Entered  the  fortieth  year  of  *  vour,’ 

1  *  tny  age  j  may  the  remainder  0* 
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health,  yet  Be  felt  in  feveral  ways  the  efFefts  of  his'late  ra oft  ri¬ 
gid  plan,  and  was  evidently,  as  he  fays,  vergingon  infirmities  and 
old  age.  But  to  this  period  he  did  not  arrive  ;  ncr  did  he  long 
enjoy  that  retirement,  to  which  the  active  exertions  of  his  former 
life  might  ivell  entitle  him  ;  for  on  the  firft.of  January,  17743  aa 
he  was  in  the  fields  at  Corfcombe,  giving  directions  to  one  of  his 
workmen,  he  dropped  down  in  a  fit  and  expired.  He  had  written 
feveral  notes  that  morning  upon  different  matters  of  bufmefs. 
The  conclufion  of  what  he  wrote  to  one  of  his  fervants  in  his 
houfe  in  Pall  Mall,  to  prepare  for  his  coming  to  town  (arid  pro¬ 
bably  the  laft)  was,  “  I  have  to  thank  God  for  continuing  me 
ie  in  health,  of  his  bounty  ;  and  I  wifh  you  all  well. ’’—Of  the 
fatal  ftroke  which  thus  fuddenJy  put  an  end  to  a  life  fo  valuable, 
and  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have  ended  it  fooner,  had  he 
hot  relaxed  his  plan,  his  acquaintance  had  remarked  frequent  in¬ 
timations  ;  and' He  himfelf  had  expreffed  fimilar  appreHehfions. 
In  the  manner  of  his  death,  he  obtained  that  euthanajia  which  he 
bad  often  been  known  to  defire,  if  it  might  pleafe  the  good  provi¬ 
dence  of  God.  Some  particular  circumftances  attending  it  WQ 
Ihall  infer t  below  (%)• 

It  has  been  well  obferved,  that  the  ilngularity  of  Mr.  Hollis’s 
character  might  alone  mark  him  out  as  an  objedl  of  great  publick 
curiofity  ;  but  it  was  not  merely  a  peculiarity  in  this  refpedt  that 
eiferiminated  him  from  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  his  virtues  were  as 

fingular 

(q)  From  a  letter  addreffed  by  4  ficiently  himfelf  to  fay,  Lord, have 
the  late  Mr.  Top  lady  to  Mrs.  Ma-  ‘  mercy  upon  me ;  Lord,  have  mercy 
can  lay,  (dated  jari.  ti,  177  4)  it  ap-  ‘  upon  me  ;  receive  my  foul',  which 
peats,  that  Mr.  Hollis,  ‘  thatfriend  ‘  were  the  laft  words  he  was  able  to 
4  of  the  Briiifh  empire  and  of  man-  4  pronounce,  flis  lips  moved  ai> 
4  kind,’  (as  Mr.  Toplady  flyles  him)  ‘  ter  wards, but  rib  louhd  was  formed. 

*  was,  early  in  the  afternoon  of  New  *  In  a  few  feconds  more  his  fpirit 
4  Year’s  day,  in  a  field  at  fome  dif-  ‘  was  difimpviloried.  1  he  frighted 

*  tance  from  his  place  of  refidence  4  afliftant  loft  no  time.  Leaving 

*  at  Corfcombe,  attended  by  only  1  the  cOrpfe  on  the  grafs,  he  haften- 
4  one  workman,  who  was  receiving  ‘  ed  away  For  luperior  help ;  but  in 

*  his  direflions  concerning  a  tree  4  vain:  'The  lancet,  v, hen  applied, 
6  which  bad  becnlately  felled.  On  ‘  was  without effeef.  .  •  .  .  .  -  At 

*  a  fadden,  he  put  One  of  his  fingers  *  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  Mr.  Hollis 

e 'to  his  forehead,  faying,  Richard ,  ‘  was  ready  booted,  intending  to 

4  l  believe  the  weather  is  going  to  *  ride  that  day  to  Lyme  Regis. 
4  change:  I  am  extremely  giddy.”  4  When  I  was  there,  it  was  my  me- 
c  Thefe  words  were  fcarce  off  his  ‘  lancboly  lot  to  occupy  the  chain- 
c  lips,  when  he  dropped.  He  fell  ‘  ber  in  which  he  always  llept  dur- 
c  on  his  left  fide,  and  being  near  an  4  ing  his  occaflonal  ffay  in  that 
4  hedge,  His  head  was  received  by  4  town,  and  which  had  been  prepar- 
f  thel  fubjacent  ditch,  The  man  4  ed  for  his  reception  two  or  three 
4  fprung  to  his  affiftance,  and  railing  *  nights  before.5-—  i  opiady's  Bo.ft- 
1  him  from  that  fad  iituatian,  adroi-  humous  Works.-y  Gentleman’s  iVia« 
c  niftere'd  what  little  relief  he  could. gazine,  Voi*  L.  P« 

c  Tfie  expiring  Patriot  was  ft  ill  fuff 
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Angular  as  his  perfonal  character  was  uncommon.  Few  men, 
poffeffed  of  fueh  an  affluent  fortune  as  he  had,  would  have  de- 
voted  not  only  that,  but  their  whole  time,  thoughts,  and  atten¬ 
tion,  to  the  fervice  of  their  country  and  of  mankind.  From  tbs 
bed  of  motives,  indeed,  he  preferred  above  all  others  a  private 
fatirni ;  but  in  that  poll  of  honour  his  labours  were  of  extenfive 
and  effential  utility.  No  age  could  ever  bead  a  more  genuine  and 
indexible  patriot,  a  more  dead y,  faithful,  and  judicious  friend  to 
the  true  interests  of  his  country.  This,  however,  great  as  it  is, 
forms  but  a  part  of  his  praife.  Actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  univerfaf 
philanthropy,  and  confidering  himfelf  as  a  Citizen  of  the  World, 
he  endeavoured  (as  we  have  feen)  to  diffufe  the  light  of  literature 
and  the  love  of  liberty  far  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of  his  na¬ 
tive  foil.  Foreign  nations,  therefore,  as  well  as  his  own,  will  have 
reafion  to  venerate  his  memory  (r). 

Though  Mr.  Hollis  was  inviolably  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
pubiick  liberty,  and  zealous  for  its  advancement,  (being  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  after  virtue  and  good  health,  liberty  is  perhaps  the 
greated  objedtto  be  defired,  and  that  the  nobleft  paffion  of  the 
mind  is  to  procure  it  for  others  )  yet  his  zeal  in  this  great  caufe 
was  tempered  with  a  wife  moderation.  The  character  of  a  Parti- 
fan  was  that  which  of  all  others  he  feems  to  have  always  de¬ 
claimed  ;  his  heart  and  mind  being  totally  alienated  from  all 
party  views  and  confrderations,  and  bent  folely  upon  promoting 
the  pubiick  good  by  every  ingenuous  and  laudable  method. 
A  Motto  upon  one  of  his  Rings  was  By  Deeds  of  Peace  ;  alluding 
to  his  ffudies  and  endeavours  to  forward  improvements  in  civil 
life ;  and  his  only  ambition  feems  to  have  been  to  tread  with 
iirmnefs  and  conftancy  the  path  of  active  and  extenfive  virtue. 
At  the  fame  time,  far  from  feeking  commendation,  he  fludioufiy 
avoided  praife  for  doing  what  he  thought  his  duty,  being  contented 
with  the  confcioufnef's  of  having  acted  rightly  ;  and  in  the 
xnidll  of  the  molt  benevolent  and  faccefsful  exertions  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  reputation  of  his  country,  he  managed  fo  as  to  draw  but 
little  pubiick  regard  upon  himfelf  during  his  life.  His  benefi¬ 
cence  indeed  was  not  of  the  glaring  and  dazzling  kind  ;  nor  did 
the  modeft  brilliancy  of  his  good  deeds  reflect  any  luftre  upon 
himfelf,  till  forae  accident  revealed  them.  Vanity  and  affectation 
he  fcorned,  being  every  way  fuperior  to  fuc.H  weaknefs  ;  and  the 
general  tenour  of  his  conduct  fufficiently  juffified  his  faying  of 
himfelf,  (a,‘  it  was  found  in  his  Notes  upon  more  occafions  than 
one,)  That  the  Queen  of  every  virtue,  which  he  wifhed  conffantly 
to  eye  and  reverence  was  Humility. 

in  all  thefe  refpefts  the  Character  of  Mr.  Hollis  was  well  known 
to  many  who  had  a  juff  regard  and  elteem  for  his  excellent  and  un¬ 
common  qualities ;  but  there  was  one  particular  to  which  even  his 
cioft  intimate  friends  feem  to  have  been  ffrangers,  and  that  was 

his 

(r)  Monthly  Review.  Vol.  LXIV.  P,  41.— Memoirs,  &c.  Vol.  I. 

P.  469  and  504. 
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fils  Piety  towards  God.  It  was  obferved,  that  he  did  not  conned 
jhimfelf,  in  the  way  of  church  communion,  with  any  religious  fo- 
ciety  whatfoever, though  in  fail  he  might  have  been  considered  as 
a  member  of  Several  ;  for  he  extended  his  bounty  to  them,  in 
their  turns,  wherever  it  was  wanted  :  He  contributed  to  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  their  places  of  worShip,  was  generous  to  their  worthy 
IVlinifcers,  and  denied  them  no  good  office  in  their  own  way,  in 
whatever  point  they  might  be  accommodated,  either  by  his  purfe 
or  his  intered.  He  profeffed  him. elf  a  Diffenter  indeed  ;  though, 
as  he  obferves,  without  anything  in  common  with  the  generality 
of4Difienters,  except  the  name  ;  but  notwithstanding  he  diffented 
from  the  efiablifned  Church,  yet  when  occafions  offered,  he  aCled 
for  the  real  interefts  of  that  Church  with  as  much  propriety  as  the 
mod  zealous  of  her  members  could  have  done.  He  not  only  ex¬ 
pended  a  great  deal  of  money  in  repairing  and  beautifying  fevera! 
Pariih  Churches,  particularly  thofe  of  Corfcombe,  Halftock,  Luc- 
cam,  and  Lyme,  but  he  augmented  feveral  Livings  with  lands 
which  he  purchafed  for  the  benefit  of  their  refpeCkive  Incumbents. 
Jie  was  alfo  remarkably  Solicitous  to  find  out  proper  men  to  fupply 
the  Churches  within  his  patronage,  and  Angularly  circum Sped  in 
his  choice  (s ).  All  this,  however,  could  not  exempt  him  from 
many  fooliSh  and  illiberal  imputations.  By  fome  he  was  ranked 
amonoftthe  Unbelievers  of  Revelation,  by  others  amongd  down¬ 
right  Atheifts.  But  thefe  were  only  the  bafe  and  contemptible 
insinuations  of  that  purblind  bigotry  which  is  incapable  of  dif- 
cernincr,  that  religion  and undejiled before  God  does  not  depend 
upon  a  man’s  exterior  connexion  with  any  vifible  church  or  reli¬ 
gious  fociety  whatfoever.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  fome  perfons  of  the  mod  refpe&able  characters  for  candour, 
and  liberality  of  fentiment.  Should  have  been  alfo  led  to  fufpefl, 
that  our  Patriot  was  c<  a  man”  (as  they  chofe  to  exprefs  it)  of 
no  religion.”  That  perfons  of  this  defcription  did  entertain 
fuch  an  opinion  of  him,  is  frankly  acknowledged  by  the  Compi¬ 
lers  of  his  “  Memoirs  j”  but  with  what  temerity  and  injustice 
their  opinion  was  formed,  thofe  Memoirs  have  fufhciently  Shewn: 
For  we  there  learn,  that  his  private  papers  abounded  with  expref- 
iions  of  the  mod  heart- felt  devotion,  of  thankfulnefs  for  benefits 
and  deliverances,  of  his  firm  reliance  on  the  Divine  Providence, 
and  his  humble  refignation  of  himfelf  and  his  concerns  to  the  wife 
and  unerring  difpoial  of  the  great  Creator. — Reflections  of  this 
tendency,  thrown  out,  in  his  cloiet,  without  a  witnefs  out  the  all- 
confcious  eye  and  ear  of  the  Almighty,  may  well  redeem  his 
character  from  thofe  groundlefs  fufpicions  and  uncharitable  impu¬ 
tations  to  which  he  was  expofed  ;  as  they  clearly  Shew,  that  his 
piety,  though  lefs  confpicuous,  was  by  no  means  inferior  to  his 
^  *  other 

(rJ  Indances  of  his  uncommon  attention,  in  this  relpeft,  which  do  him 
the  j^reaied  honour,  aie  recorded  m  the  ivluinoirs. 
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other  virtues.  He  Teems  indeed  to  have  been  particularly  careful 
to  conceal  from  the  obfervation  of  men  his  devout  intercourfe  with 
Him  that  Teeth  in  fecret for  we  are  told,  that  Tome  of  his 
mofl  intimate  friends  were  furprifed  to  find,  amongil  his  papers.  To 
many  repeated  inftances  of  a  mind  To  conftantly  and  lo  devoutly 
Jiayedon  God. "“With  refpedt  to  any  thing  further  that  conceins 
Mr.  Hollis’s  religious  opinions,  his  papers  did  not  furnifh  even  the 
flighted  ccnje&ure  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  ever  communicated 
to  any  even  of  his  confidential  friends  the  particular  articles  of  his 
creed.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  received  the  opinions  of  fome  of 
thefe  friends  on  certain  Theological  matters  with  profound 
filence  $  having  never  fignified  the  lead  inclination  to  know 
them  ( t ). 

But  whatever  our  Patriot's  religious  opinions  may  have  been, 
his  Political  Creed  was  by  no  means  problematical.  He  freely  de¬ 
clared  it  upon  many  occasions ;  and  it  may  be  feen  diftin&ly  fet 
forth  in  Lord  Mole/wortF s  Preface  to  his  Tranflation  of  Hotto- 
man’s  Franco- Gallia,  at  the  end  of  which,  in  his  own  Copy  of 
that  Work,  he  fubfcribed,  in  capital  letters,  My  Faith. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Hollis  was,  in  the  highed  degree,  humane, 
generous,  friendly,  and  univerfal ly  benevolent  ;  fo  forward  and 
abundant  in  all  good  offices,  and  fo  free  from  felfifh  regards,  that 
the  interedand  happinefs  of  others  feemed  to  be  his  pure  purfuit. 
—He  had  a  native  politenefs  in  his  addrefs,  and  a  foftnefs  in  his 
manners  which  was  peculiarly  and  chara&eridically  his  own  ;  and 
his  convention  was  remarkably  various,  fenfible,  fpirited,  engag¬ 
ing  and  improving.  It  was  a  maxim  with  him,  that  ft  Nothing 
is  fo  defirable  as  virtue  itfelf  5”  but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  <e  Nothing  fets  it  off  fo  much,  and  occafions  it  to 
“  enjoy  itfelf  fo  much,  as  good  humour  and  chearfulnefs.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  no  man  was  more  fociable  and  chearful  in  company 
that  he  liked,  which,  in  other  words,  might  be  called  the  bejl 
company,  than  Mr.  Hollis.  In  fhort,  he  was  formed  to  pleafe,  and 
to  be  pleafed  with  the  learned  and  ingenious  ;  but  this  pleafure 
the  feverity  of  that  plan  which  he  had  adopted  for  the  fervice  of 
his  country  and  of  mankind  in  general,  conftrained  him  in  a  great 

meafure 


ft)  It  is  further  obferved,  in  the 
Memoirs,”  that  Mr.  Hollis  never 
icforted  toplacesofpublick v.  orfhip ; 
and  to  thiscircumftance  the  Writers 
of  thofe  Memoirs  afcribe,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  falfeand  injurious 
imputations,  which,  as  we  have  feen, 
were  thrown  upon  h:s  charafler. 
But  it  may  he  queftioned,  whether 
thefe  Biographers  had  fufficient 
grounds  lor  what  they  have  affirmed 
in  this  refpeQ.  The  affertion,  at 
leak,  has  been  publicity  contradict¬ 


ed,  and  declared  to  beunjuft;  and  we 
are  told  (on  what  the  writer calfothe 
authority  of  Mr.  Hollis  b i m fe  1  f) 
that,  in  London,  he  confiantly  at¬ 
tended  divine  fervice  amongft  the 
Diffenters,  and  that,  in  forne  other 
places,  he  generally  attended  puh- 
lick  worlhip,  one  part  of  the  Sunday 
amongft  the  Diffenters,  and  the  other 
part  at  the  Eftabliffied  Church,  as  an 
expreffion  of  his  charity. — Gentle¬ 
man’s  Magazine,  VcL  L.  P.  604. 
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meafure  to  forego  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  was  extreme!/ 
frugal  of  his  time,  Becaufe  he  knew  its  value.  He  himfelf  tells 
us,  that  neither  his  genius,  nor  the  variety  of  affairs  in  which  he 
was  confiantly  engaged,  would  fubmit  to  frequent  vilkings  5  and 
that  the  weight  of  bufinefs  under  which  he  laboured  made  him 
extremely  fhy  of  new  acquaintance,  however  great  or  valuable. 

In  the  metropolis  itfelf,  therefore,  the  fcene  of  his  generous 
exertions  for  at  leaft  fifteen  years,  he  led  a  very  fiudious  retired 
life,  fecluding  himfelf  as  much  as  pofiible  from  promifcuous  com¬ 
pany,  and  from  the  intrusion  and  interruption  of  thofe  who  were 
defirous  of  obtaining  fuch  occafional  accefs  to  him  as  he  was  not 
difpofed  to  grant ;  for  which,  we  are  told,  he  had  many  a  hard 
name  bellowed  upon  him.  But  that  promifcuous  company  Ihould 
be  difagreeable  to  a  man  guided  by  fuch  principles  and  acting  to 
fuch  ends  as  thole  by  which  Mr.  Hollis  was  directed  and  animated  - 
in  his  purfuits,  ought  not  furely  to  be  matter  either  of  furprife 
or  blame;  and  (as  an  ingenious  Writer  obferves)  it  is  certainly 
“  a  misfortune  to  a  man  of  a  fiudious  difpofition  to  be  ever  open 
te  to  the  admifiion  of  thofe  with  whom  he  has  the  flighted  or  no 
connexion;  to  be  perpetually  dill  orbed  in  the  pleafures  of  re- 
t*  tirement  by  thofe  who  cannot  exchange  them  for  better,  and 
be  compelled  to  the  offices  of  frienafhip  when  thofe  of  huma¬ 
ne  ni'cy  alone  can  reafonably  be  required.  Such  vifitants,  from 
whatever  motive  they  are  troublefome,  want  adpionilhinent  to 
<«  a  degree  of  decency,  not  to  fufpend,  by  unfeafonable  intrufion, 

«  a  recreation  which  they  cannot  participate,  or  obltrucl  that  in- 
telligence  they  cannot  impart  (uj.”  1 

Mr.  Hollis’s  fortune  and  fpirit  enabled  him  to  repel  thefe  at¬ 
tacks  in  town.  In  the  country  he  was  lefs  fubjedt  to  fuch  incur- 
ficns ;  but  even  there,  he  tells  us,  that  of  which  he  was  mofi 
chary  was  his  time  ;  and  people,  he  obferves,  knowing  that  he 
meant  well,  under  certain  fingularities,  were  cautious  enough  in 
general  not  to  break  in  upon  and  confumeit.  The  idea  of  fingu- 
larity,  therefore,  by  vv'ay  of  Ihield,  he  tried  by  all  means  to  hold 
out. _ fit  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  as  he  was  thus  averfe  to  unfeafon¬ 

able  interruptions  himfelf,  fo  it  was  a  point  of  delicacy  with  him 
not  to  interrupt  others,  whether  they  were  affedted  on  that  head  as 
he  was,  or  not. 

But  though  Mr.  Hollis  was  formed  on  fo  fevere  and  exalted  a 
plan,  nothing  could  exceed  his  candour  with  refpedl  to  the  charac¬ 
ters  and  conduct  of  other  men.  If  ever  he  difcovered  any  indig¬ 
nation,  it  was  only  when  hefaw  integrity  and  good  principles  de¬ 
ferred  for  bafe  ends,  or  the  pretence  of  them  made,  as  it  were,  a 
ladder  for  riling  up  into  high  place  and  wealth.  Thefe  he  ufed  to 
&z\\:Jmib  characters ;  and  as  he  had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with 

-not 


(uj  Memoirs  cf  Mr.  Hollis,  Vol  I,  P»  480# 


The  Lije  of  Thomas  Hollis.  473 

not  a  few  of  them,  fo  he  held  them  in  doe  deteftation  :  For  being 
a  man  of  ftri£l  integrity  himfelf,  he  could  not  endure  the  fm  all  eft 
deviation  from  the  laws  ot  redlitude  and  honour.  “  Caballing, 
«  temporizing,”  fays  he,  44  I  fcorn,  and  feek  only  truth  and 
44  freedom  ;  and  think,  with  Cato,  that  to  fwerve  a  line  is  by 
*r  degrees  to  lofe  all  centre.” 

We  are  not  to  wonder  that  a  man,  whofe  principles  and  practice 
were  fo  much  at  variance  with  the  manners  of  the  world,  fhould, 
cither  through  malignity  or  ignorance,  have  the  motives-  or  his 
conduct  frequently  milreprefented  or  miftaken.  Accordingly  we 
find  that  this  upright  and  noble  behaviour  lubjedled  Mr.  Hollis  to 
the  imputation  of  ill  nature  and  mifanthropy,  of  which  he  had 
not  the  fmalleft  particle  in  his  competition.  But  as  he  always  en¬ 
deavoured  to  adt  up  fteadily  to  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
right  and  decent,  fo  he  determined  to  be  difturbed  as  little  as  pol- 
fible  by  what  the  world  fhould  think  or  fay  of  him  ;  and  con¬ 
fidently  with  his  own  feelings,  in  the  point  before  us,  he  benevo¬ 
lently  employed  a  great  part  of  his  ample  fortune  in  fupporting 
and  rewarding  indigent  and  neglected  merit  in  every  ftation  :  I  o 
the  opprefted  and  periecuted  real  patriot  he  offered,  it  is  faicl,  tem¬ 
porary  relief,  that  his  publick  integrity  might  not  fall  a  victim, 
through  cruel  penury,  to  mi.nifterial  corruption  ;  and  we  are  alfo 
told,  that  he  was  the  patron  of  pic  us  Divines  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  who,  rather  than  facrifice  their  religious  principles  to  worldly 
intereft,  thought  proper  to  refufeor  to  throw  up  lucrative  eccleftaU 
tical  benefices  (x). 

In  his  mode  of  living  Mr.  Hollis  was  an  enemy  to  all  parade. 
He  defpifed  it,  and  thought  it  trouhlefome.  He  therefore  kept 
no  chariot,  nor  the  number  of  common  lervants  that  are  generally 
efteenicd  neceffary  to  attend  a  gentleman  of  his  fortune. — He 
could  not  go  through  the  little  attentions  requifxte  at  entertain¬ 
ment:.  ;  for  which  reafon  he  feldom  entertained  any  but  very  par¬ 
ticular  friends,  and,  in  his  latter  years,  not  even  them.  In  fhort, 
content  with  a  fimple  frugal  table,  and  the  decent  conveniencies 
of  life,  he  had  the  refolution  to  fellow  ftri£tly  his  own  principles 
and  plan  of  conduct,  and  to  fpend  his  fortune  in  the  manner 
he  molt  approved. 

He  rofe  early,  and  in  town  went  out  very  early.  The  day  was 
commonly  taken  up  with  a  variety  of  buflnefs,  and  ne  generally 
fpent  his  evenings  at  home,  in  arranging  what  he  had  done  or 
procured,  and  fettling  for  the  next  day’s  employment.  At  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  he  ufoally  read,  or  played  on  the  flute,  which 
he  found  to  compofe  his  mind.  He  was  fond  ot  tnuflek,  was  a 
judge  of  it,  and  had  a  large  oolledlion.  His  principal  publick  en¬ 
tertainments  were  Operas  and  Oratorios,  to  whicn  he  fometimes 
went,  but  not  very  often.  He  was  a  great  walker,  even  to  excels ; 
Vol,  X.  10.  3  O  and 

(x)  Memoirs,  &c.  Voh  P.  $05* 
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and  lie  fometimes  rode  for  exercife,  bot  always  very  gently  j  mak» 
iagr.as  far  as  pofiible,  all  his  walks  and  rides  fubfervient,  in  fome 
degree,  to  the  great  ends  of  his  general  plan  of  life.  The  exer¬ 
cife  of  fencing  he  efteemed  raoft  beneficial  to  his  health,  and  the 
moil  likely  to  counterbalance  the  effects  of  a  ftudious  confinement ; 
and  he  fenced  many  years  with  his  favourite  mailer,  even  to  an 
extreme,  fo  that  he  is  thought  to  have  hurt  hicnfelf  by  it.  He 
was  very  abttemious  in  his  diet,  which,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  especially,  was  very  plain.  He  drank  no  wine  nor  beer,  nor 
wfed  fait  or  fpiccs  of  any  fort,nor  butter, milk, nor  fugar,but  drank 
great  quantities  of  tea,  morning  and  evening,  with  only  dry  toaft. 
In  his  perfon  he  was  tall  and  of  a  large  athletick  make ;  and, 
BOtwithftanding  his  abttinence  and  great  exercife,  was  inclined  to 
corpulency.  His  countenance  was  remarkably  exprefiive  of  the 
probity  of  his  heart, and  of  the  candour  and  benevolence  of  his  dif- 
pofition.  Such  was  the  fingular  and  excellent  man,  the  ttrenuous 
and  extraordinary  patriot,  whofe  good  deeds,  fo  many,  fo  various, 
and  fo  extenfive,  mull  not  only  have  afforded  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
don  and  content  of  mind  to  himfelf,  but  will,  without  doubt,  con¬ 
vey  his  memory  revered  and  honoured  to  pofrerity,  amongtt  the 
heroes  of  civil  life,  the  illuttrious  benefactors  of  mankind  (y), 

Mr.  Hollis  was  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  and  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries  ;  a  Governor  of  Guy’s  Hofpital  and  of  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  Hofpital ;  a  Guardian  of  the  Afylum  and  of  the  Magda¬ 
len  ;  a  Member  of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts, 
Manufactures,  and  Commerce  ;  and  a  perpetual  Member  of  the 
Society  of  Artifts  for  the  Support  of  decayed  Brethren. 

Of  the  principal  Books  which  he  republifiied  or  caufed  to  be 
republifiied  an  account  has  been  given  in  the  courfeof  this  article ; 
befides  which  he  reprinted  a  Piece  or  two  of  Neville’s,  and 
procured  likevvife  a  new  edition  of  Staveley’s  Romijb  Hor/e 
Leach, 

But  not  content  with  republifiiing  the  Works  of  the  immortal 
Britifii  Patriots  of  the  lalt  century,  Mr.  Hollis  endeavoured  to 
raife  up  afucceffion  of  able  friends  to  the  conttitutional  rights  and 
privileges  of  free  fubjeCts  and  confident  proteftants,  by  either 
letting* to' work  or  bringing  out  of  tlieir  obfeurity  the  Authors  of 
fsverai  valuable  Performances  ;  and  writers  of  greater  celebrity 
he  gladly  and  liberally  fuppiied  with  fcarce  $nd  valuable  trafts 
relative  to  the  fubjeCts  that  employed  their  pen's.— No  one  knew 
the  value,  the  fcarcity,  or  the  ufe  of  a  Matter  fradt,  as  Mr.  Hollis 
was  wbnt  to  fly ie  an  excellent  performance,  better  than  he  did  ; 
and  of  TraCls  he  had  fo  large  and  curious  a  collection,  that  we  are 
told  it  would  perhaps  have  been  hard  to  find  in  ail  Europe  a  col¬ 
ei  leCiioa 


(y)  Memoirs,  &c. 
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le&’on  chofen  with  more  judgment,  or  of  a  more  beneficial  ten¬ 
dency  to  publick  good  than  his.  And  yet  fo  little  was  he  dif- 
pofed  to  appropriate  fuch  trads  to  his  own  private  ufe,tbat  where 
a  particular  book  or  pamphlet  fell  in  with  the  defxgns  of  a  man  of 
learning  and  worth,  and  would  be  fubfervient  to  any  latsdablc 
work  he  was  carrying  on,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  present  him  with 
the  only  copy  he  had,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  that  corn'd  pollibly 
be  procured  (%>)•  But  beftdes  this,  Mr.  Hollis  was  continually 
gratifying  his  friends  with  books  appofite  to  the  {Indies  in  which 
he  knew  they  were  engaged,  or  whicn  he  fuppofed  w ou  1  d  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  them  on  other  accounts  ;  and  fo  bountiful  was  he^  in 
this  refpeft,  that,  after  a  certain  period  of  his  life,  he  made  it  a 
rule,  that  his  own  proper  library  fhould  contain  little  more  than 
the  few  tools,  (as  he  expreffes  it)  which  he  might  fiill  want  occa¬ 
sionally  to  handle.  All  other  books  that  entered  his  library* 
either  as  prefentsor  by  purchafe,  were  foon  given  away. 

The  yearly  amount  of  what  Mr.  Hollis  expended  in  prefents, 
in  promoting  fchemes  of  publick  utility,  and  towards  the  fopport 
of  feveral  charitable  inftitutions,  was  very  confiderable.  He  alfo 
extended  his  beneficence  to  foreign  countries,  by  contributing  occa- 
fionally  to  fome  Societies  inflituted  abroad  for  promoting  Arts  and 
Sciences,  Agriculture  and  Commerce.— In  the  more  private  re¬ 
lations  of  life  he  was  equally  liberal  ;  and  to  his  donaelficks,  in 
particular,  he  was  a  kind  and  generous  mailer  ( a). 

By  his  Will  Mr.  Hollis  left  the  whole  of  his  real,  and*  after 
other  bequeils,  the  refidue  of  his  perfonal  eftate  to  4t  his  dear 
e<  friend  and  fellow  traveller,  Thomas  Brand,  Efq;  of  tne  Hide  in 
“  Effex  ;  who,  upon  fucceeding  to  Mr.  Hollis’s  fortune*  took  his 
name,  together  with  his  arms  ( bj.  4  y 

3  O  2  'With 

(z)  Among!!  others,  Dr.  Harris, 

(the  worthy  Author  of  the  Lives  of 
Charles  I.  Oliver  Cromwell,  See.) 
and  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Macaulay 
experienced  his  generofity  in  this 
reipefi.  To  the  latter  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  liberal  ;  prefenting  her 
with  a  very  large  numberof  volumes 
and  trafts relating  to  the  Hiftory  of 
England,  chiefly  during  the  Civil 
Wars,  which  he  purchafed  exprefsly 
for  that  purpofe. 

( a )  One  of  thefe,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  diftinguiflied  above  the  refl, 
experienced  hisbounty  upon  feveral 
occaflons.  When  he  left  his  maL 
ter’s  fervice,  in  order  to  fettle  at 
Rome,  Mr.  Hollis  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  of  aool.  and  on  the  morning 


he  fet  out  gave  him  fifteen  guineas, 
having  completely  clothed  him,  and 
made  him  other  prefents.  He  like- 
wife  fent  him  annual  remittances  to 
Rome,  during  his  life-time  ;  and  by 
his  will  he  left  him  an  hundred 
pounds,  and  an  hand  fome  annuity, 
calling  him  there  his  faithful  fer- 
vant  Francefco  Giovanini,  4  who 
‘  is  worthy  of  all  things  that  a  man 
*  in  his  flat  ion  can  pretend  to,  and 
‘  more.*— Memoirs,  &c,  Vol.  I. 
P. 494* 

( b)  The  Cap  of  Liberty  was  Mr. 
Hollis’s  Arms,  and  an  Owl  part  of 
his  Creft  ;  and  thefe  were  the  ufual 
infignia  of  all  his  books  and  prints* 
—Gent.  Mag,  Vol.  L.  JP. 
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_  With  his  Will,  Mr.  Hollis  left  a  paper  containing  particular 
direflions  ior  his  funeral,  which  was  to  be  cone  u&ed  with  all  poffi- 
ble  privacy,  and  with  circumhances  equally  lingular  and  charac- 
toritlick. — His  veneration  for  the  memory  of  thofe  heroes  and 
patriots  whom  he  moftefteemed  had  induced  him  to  call  many  of 
his,  farms  and  fields  at  Corfcombe  by  their  names^  with  fuch  pre¬ 
cautions  as  might  perpetuate  the  diftinflion  ;  and  to  a  field,  not 
far  from  his  houfe,  he  had  given  the  name  of  Hollis* s  Clofe  :  In 
the  middle  of  this  field ,  in  a  grave  ten  feet  deep,  he  ordered  his 
body  to  be  depofited  ;  and  immediately  after  his  interment  the 
field  was  to  be  ploughed  up,  fo  that  no  trace  of  his  burial  place 
might  remain.;  Thefe  orders  were  punctually  fulfilled  ;  the  whole 
bufinefs  being  tran faded  in  the  night,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  impoffible  to  afeertain  the  fpot  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
terred  ( c).  The  funeral  fervice  was  read  by  the  Minifter  of  the 
Parifh,  at  the  grave  of  his  patron  and  benefa&or  ;  but  no  more 
attendants'  were  allowed  than  the  neceffary  affiltants  (d).  Such 
were  the  humble  and  fimple  oblequies  of  Mr.  Hollis. 

It  has  been  faid,  (and  not  without  reafon,)  that  Mr.  Hollis’s 
executor  has  rendered  every  monumental  remembrance  of  his 
great  friend  unneceffary,  by  patronizing  and  being  at  the  expence 
of  that  magnificent  memorial  of  him  which  has  been  publifhed  in 
two  Volumes,  Quarto.  This  Work,  which  is  dedicated  to  Mr, 
Brand,  was  not  profeffedly  written  for  the  publick,  but  was  com¬ 
piled  for  that  gentleman’s  private  ufe,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
diftfibuted  amongft  his  particular  friends.  At  the  folicitation, 
however,  of  many  who  wifhed  to  be  pofTeffed  of  it,  Mr.  Brand  at 
length  permitted  it  to  be  fold,  at  a  price  which,  great  as  it 
is  ( e) 9  we  are  informed,  is  much  inferior  to  the  original  coft  of  the 
imprefilon.  In  the  fele&ion  and  arrangement  of  the  materials  for 
this  Work  extraneous  matter  is  too  frequently  admitted  3  and  in 
the  execution  of  it  there  is  a  remarkable  inequality,  which,  indeed, 
is  in  fome  meafure  accounted  for  in  the  Preface,  where  we  are 
told,  that,  by  certain  accidents,  the  materials  were  put  together 
by  different  hands,  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  each  other. 
“  In  fbch  a  compilation,”  fays  the  Writer  of  this  Preface, 
*c  uniformity  and  accurate  arrangement  are  not  to  be  expe&ed, 
“  much  lefs  the  more  brilliant  elegancies  of  compofition.”— 
“  Rhetorical  embeilifhment”  (it  is  added)  “  adulterates  fuch 
*s  principles  and  manners  as  thofe  of  Mr.  Hollis.  His  diftinguifh- 
ing  charaflerikicks  were  truth,  propriety,  ingenuous  fimplicity, 
44  and  unabated  perfeverance  in  doing  good  offices  to  proper  ob- 
“  jefts,  whether  individuals,  or  combined  in  feleft  focieties, — A 

44  narrative 

The,  field  in  which  he  was  had  continued  fallow  a  proper  time, 
buried  was  then  pallure,  and  Mr.  it Ihould  be  again  laid  up  to  grafs. 
Hollis  d  iiefted,  that  when  it  fho'uld  (d)  From  private  information, 
have  been  frequently  ploughed,  and  (e)  Four  guineas,  in  boards. 
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«  narrativeof  faCls  places  fuch  fort  of  merit  in  the  propereft  point 
of  view,  whether  for  example  to  the  prefent,  or  information  to 
f'  the  rifing  generation,” 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  Volumes  is  entitled  <f  Memoirs  of  Thomas 
Hollis,  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S.”  The  fecond,  which  is  entitled 
“  Appendix  to  the  Memoirs,”  confifts  cl  two  parts. — The  firft 
part  contains  a  variety  of  remarks  relating  to  the  writings  and 
characters  of  feveral  eminent  men  for  whole  memory  Mr.  Hollis 
entertained  the  higheft  regard,  particularly  Milton  (f),  Algernon 
Sidney,  Hubert  Languet,  George  Buchanan,  (whofe  famous  Frea- 
tife  De  Jure  Regni  apud  Scotos  was  a  favourite  book  with  Mr. 
Hollis,)  Dr.  John  Poynet,  Bilhop  of  Winchefter  (g)}  Edmund 
XiUdlow,  and  Mr.  Trenchard.- — Thefe  Remarks  are  followed  by  a 
number  of  curious  Papers  relative  to  the  “  Memoirs  amongft 
which  are  fome  copious  and  valuable  Extracts  from  various  Authors, 
which  Mr.  Hollis  had  tranfcribed  into  the  blank  leaves  of  his 
copy  of  Milton’s  Icenoclajles ;  a  few  ExtraCts  from  Mr.  Hollis’s 
Epiftolary  Correfpondence,  and  fome  Letters  and  Effays  which  he 
had  occafionally  publifhed,  under  different  fignatures,  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Papers. — The  fecond  Part  of  this  Volume  relpeCts  Virtu,  and 
gives  a  general  idea  of  Mr.  Hollis’s  collection, 

TJie  numerous  Engravings  and  Etchings  with  which  both  Vo¬ 
lumes  are  embellilhed  have  very  great  merit.  They  are  princi¬ 
pally  executed  by  Cipriani  and  Bartolozzi.  Several  of  the  Prints 
are  well  known,  having  been  engraved  for  Mr.  Hollis,  in  his  life 
time,  and  by  him  bounteoufly  diftributed  amongft  his  friends  ( h). 


(f)  The  Remarks  on  Dr.Johnfori’s 
Life  of  Milton, which  make  a  part  of 
this  appendix,  have  fince  been  pub- 
lifhed  feparately,  in  a  fmall  Volume, 
with  the  addition  of  Milton’s  Trac¬ 
tate  of  Education  and  Areopagitica. 

(§)  What  recommended  this 
learned  Prelate  to  Mr.  Hollis’s  par¬ 
ticular  efteem was  “  AfhorteTrea- 
“  tife  of  politike  pouuer,  and  of 
tl  the  obedience  which  fubjedes 
“  owe  to  kynges  and  other  civil 
4‘  Governours,  &c.”  which  he  pub¬ 
lifhed  in  the  year  1556,  and  which 

was  reprinted,  in  4to,  in  1642. 

Of  the  firft  impreffion  of  this 


Treatife  Mr.  Hollis  had  a  copy,  in 
the  blank  leaves  of  which  he  had 
written  as  follows  : 

‘  This  little  book  is  full  of  excel- 

*  lent  principlesconcerning  govern- 

*  ment,  and  maintains  the  dodrine 
‘  of  killing  tyrants  ;  and  is  the 

*  more  Angular  for  being  written  in 
‘  fuch  an  age.’ 

And  a  little  below  : 

*  I  have  read  over  this  Treatife  a 
‘  fecond  time,anddo  truly  think  it  a 
‘  moll  extraordinary  and  valuable 

*  performance.’ 

(h)  Monthly  Review,  as  before. 


THE  END  OF  THE  TENTH  VOLUME. 
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